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21 escape house fire

» ANNA MARIE CURRAN
News Editor

Around. midnight on
Friday, Sept. 25, there was
a fire at a house east of the
University of Missouri-St.
Louis campus, on Florissant
Rd. Living in the house was
Martha Highrower and 27
of her family members—15
adults and 13 children—all
of whom made it ourt of the
house safely.

Hightower said that the
family had lost everything
in the fire and did not know
what they were going to do
or where they were going to

stay. The Hightower family
has lived in the same house
for over. three decades,
Highrower said.

“The Hightowers have
lived in this house for 35
years,” Highrower said. “I
was raised here, all of my
kids [were] raised here. [
have 7 kids, plus 4 other
kids that I take care of. This
is all the kids know.”

The St. Louis Fire De-
partment and local Red
Cross chapter have helped
out wemendously, Hight-
ower said.

See FIRE, page 5
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Big man shows some talent

Won Woo Hong rocks the Pilot House at this years Big Man on Campus cnmpetjtlon Wednes-

day. Matt Bono

Overdue mascot will be unveiled in 2010

» JOHN DUNN
Staff Writer

The University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis triton em-
blem has served the students
and staff since the River-
men and Riverwomen were

washed away approximarely

tWo years ago.

Tritons can be found on
the merchandise and official
sportswear of the university,
painted on the walkways
around campus and is con-
sidered a symbol representa-
tive of UM=St. Louis and its
student body.
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However, while the Triton
symbol is representative of
the university, UM-St. Louis
still does not have an official
mascot. SLU has their Bil-
liken—an elf—and Mizzou
students have their Tiger,
just as numerous other uni-
versities around the country
are represented by some type
of character. These mascors
represent the student body
at sporting events all over the
country, bur UM-St. Louis

students have no character-

1o represent them.
It has been one year since
a committee was delegatcd

TUES 66 WED. 67

to develop a symbolic mas-
cot for UM-St. Louis, and
in the summer of this year,

" Lori Flanagan, Athletic Di-

rector, was given the respon-
sibility for the development
of a new UM-St. Louis mas-
cot for sporting events and
to represent the university
further afield. The mascot is
in the final stages of devel-
opment,” Flanagan said.

She also explained that
the costume will be ready by
the start of the next semester.

- “The plan now is to have

‘the final approval on the

company design of the cos-
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tume finished by the start of
the second semester,” Flana-
gan said. Many students ex-
pressed that they feel a mas-
cot would be an important
addition to UM-St. Louis.
Mitchell Brothers, senior,
business administration said
that he feels a mascot would
give UM-St. Louis deeper
meaning.

“I think 2 school mascot
is important,” said Brothers.
“It shows that your school
means something. I think
whatever they do decide for
our university it should be
unique and represent us.”

SAT 56
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Brothers said that he also
feels frustrated with the cur-
rent ‘Triton symbol and that
the definition of a triton is
often unapparent.

“*You don't even see it
used that much and I think
a lot of people don’t really -
even know who or whar Tri-
ton is,” Brothers said.

Alexis Designoue, gradu-
ate, business administration
and marketing agreed that
it is important for UM-St.
Louis to develop a rccogmz—
able mascor.

e
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Nursing, Optometry colleges plan for new building

» MARK WEBBER
Staff Writer

The College of Nurs-
ing and the College of Op-
wmertry at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis are col-
laborating to construct a new
building on campus. The
building will be used as aca-
demic space for both colleges.

Dr. Larry Davis, Dean of
The College of Opromerry,
believes that the building has
been needed since The Col-
lege of Optometry was origi-
nally founded in 1980. ’

“The plan was to house us
in Marillac Hall on a tempo-
rary basis, with the realization
that a professional school has
unique needs for a dedicated
health care facilicy,” Davis

said. “Almost 30 years later

‘you can see that we're srill

here, and have certainly made

the bcst of a HDﬂ-ldCﬂJ situa-
tion.”

Dean Julie Sebastian of
The College of Nursing
points to the rapidly growing
need for nurses and health-
care as a role in the decision
for the building plan.

“This will make it possible.

for us to expand our capac-
ity even more as the need
for more nurses increases in
the furure,” Sebastian said.
“Some of this increase is be-
cause the population is aging

and needs mere health care,

and another reason is that
the growth in technology
in health care requires more
highly educated nurses.” g

“Health care reform, what-
ever form it might rake, will

likely mean an even greater

- increase in the needs for

nurses because more people
will be able to obtain care.”

Sebastian said.

Davis went on to say that
it was “obviously a very logi-
cal parmership.,” Davis and
Sebastian worked on _the
project’s vision together.

“Dean Sebastian and 1

have forged a collaborarive

vision together that we think
will serve our students, pa-
tients and community in syn-
ergistic fashion,” Davis said.
Both schools hope that
‘the new building will provide
the contemiporary academic
space necessary to compete
effectively for top faculty
members and students in all
programs. Also, the schools
hope to provide new oppor-
tunities for inter-professional
learning between nursing
students and optometry stu-

dents. The schools believe

that the new building is es-
sential in today’s health care

climate as students must
learn not only to work with
other health professions, but
to work differently as teams .
so that they can be more ef-
fective in responding to pa-
tients’ health care concerns. .

“The partnership with the
College of Nursing brings op-
portunities for our students
‘to collaborate more- directly
with other health professions,
as well as the possibility of
offering a wider range of pri-
mary care services to our pa-
dents,” Davis said.

Dean Davis believes thar
visibility -of such a facility
on Natural Bridge Road will
bring new recognition to the
health care offerings on cam-
pus and will generate new
awareness of the entire uni-
versity community.

See BUILDING, page 26

System hiring freeze to continue

» AARON HOLDMEYER
Staff Writer

With  reports  floating
around abour the recession
ending, something rthar is
still with us is the Univer-
sity of Missouri system’s hir-

ing freeze. Last November, ,

during the beginning of the

_ economic troubles, all of the -

university systems prospec-
tive employment was put to
a halt.

This freeze was part of an
overall plan to adapt the uni-
versities' financial resources
to the changing rimes. Bud-
get restrictions on such things
as traveling expenses, copy
services and even “business
meals and refreshments for
meetings involving university
employees only” were also in-
cluded.

Being exposed to the same
economic threats as other

businesses, Paul Heithaus,
Director of Human Resourc-
es for' the University of Mis-
souri — St. Louis, said “the
university relies on state rev-
enues for much of its fund-
ing.”

“During an economic
downturn, it has less control
over the impact of the down-

turn on its funding sources,”.

Heithaus said. “However, sal-
ary expense is a big part of
the cost of running any busi-
ness, parricularly labor-inten-
sive businesses such as higher
education. Any business will

“carefully monitor its hiring

practices to ensure that only
hiring [which is] essential to
the successful continuation
of the business occurs during
difficult financial times.”
Heithaus noted thar all
positions, whether they are
faculty, staff or student, have
been frozen and that there

does not seem to be a lot of
resistance to this, even though
they are adversely affected.
He also said that President
Forsee has “clearly expressed
his concern” regarding the fi-
nancial situation of the UM
- System. Now almost a year
later these restrigtions are still
present but the university
seems ‘to have adjusted ac-
cordingly.

Curtis C. Coonrod, Vice
Provost for Student Affairs,
finds that people in the di-
vision have been really good
about trying to figure whart
their most- critical needs are.

As for the freeze effecting

Student Affairs, he said, “we

‘are trying to be strategic.”

Christopher Dames, refer-
ence librarian, finds that the
staff of the library has really
stepped up and picked up the
duties left open by the freeze.

“We've been very fortu-

natze," Dames said. “If T had
three people quit in a week,
we'd be in trouble, but thar is
like that even without a hir-
ing freeze.”

Dames also noted that
they were given a special ex-
ception because of a death in
their department. Heithaus
explained that excepgions are
made if “the position is criti-
cal to the campus mission
relative to studenc learning,
research, service or economic
development; or it must be a
replacement without which a
department cannot continue
to operate effectively.” How-
ever, the process of posting a
job is lengthy as the depart-
ment has to receive the ap-
proval from the provost and
vice chancellors. The chancel- -
lor is the last to approve the
replacement hire.

See FREEZE, page 26
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Licensing income for UM system hits all time high at $10 million

‘The licensing income for
University of Missouri-St.
Louiss technology transfer
program has reached an all
time high of $10 million, the
St. Louis Business Journal
said.

President of the Univer-
sity of Missouri system, Gary
Forsee, said that he intends to
reach an even greater goal in
the future.

Forsee said that he has a
goal of $50 million over the

next five years for licensing
income.

Forsee has also moved
more funds to the technology
transfer programs even while
departments in other areas
are being forced to downsize.
President Forsee has added
the new position of a “tech
liaison” at each campus in
the UM system, the St. Louis
Business Journal said.

Anthony Harris, hired
by the UM system on July

1, works as a professional
to “‘provide markering ser-
vices for medical devices and
rechnologies developed on
its four campuses.” The tech
rrapsfer GECQ iS Sfckjng (o]
make the addition of “mar-
keting professionals” in other
felds (such as life science and
engineering) in order to cre-
are even more opportunity
for potential licensing deals,
the St. Louis Business Journal
said.

UMSL invites students, faculty and staff to meet first candidate for UMSL €10

Thursday, The Search
Committee for the Chief In-
formation Officer/Associate
Vice Chancellor for Infor-
mation Technology held an
open meeting with a candi-
dare for the recently vacated
CIO position. The position
was vacated last year by Jim
Tom.

The meeting was held in
Lucas Hall, room 100 from
3 pm. to 4 p.m. and was
open to all faculty, staff and
students.

The candidate was Dr.
James Lyall, who was the first
to respond to the invitation
set forth by University of Mis-
souri — St. Louis in July for
“applicants for the position

of chief informarion officer/
associate vice chancellor for
informarion rechnology.” Ac-
cording  to the invitation
posted on the UM — St. Louis
website, the candidate chosen
for the position is expected

~to “manage both people and

fiscal resources effectively” as
well as help lead in the uni-
versity’s overall strategic plan
of developing funding strate-
gies and policies. The person
selecred will also be required
to oversee the policies of the
information technology de-
Pa_l'tmeﬂf.

Additional  requirements
for the position are: a mini-
mum of a master’s degree in
either Computer Science,

Management  Information
Systems, or informatics; three
years of experience in a senior
information technology man-
agement position; “strong
céommunication skills” and
a “demonstratéd "record of
delivering outstanding [T
systems, client services, and
management information so-
lutions.”

The invitation said that
applications would be ac-
cepted until Aug. 21 or undil
the position was filled.

While Lyall was the first
candidate to be given an
open meeting with faculty,
staff and students, there may
be more in the next couple of
months.

‘The Current needs you!
Drop a resume and cover
letter by 388 MSC or call

514-516-5174 for more
information.

www.thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu

SGA MEETING IN BRIEF

e A new agenda with minimal changes was adopted.

Announcements:

e Megan Hill announced Martin Luther King Day of Service for the second year.
e Alpha Xi Delta announced their “Autism Speaks Walk.” '
e PanAmerica announced their Anime event at J.C. Penney (Oct. 3).

President Grace Marie Ritter's report: _

e Asked organizations to submit their calendar requests.
e Reminded organizations of “The Big Event.”

e Announced “Snacks with SGA”, Monday at 2:30 p.m.

Vice President Greg Meyer s Report:
Announced that “Volunteer Services” won the float competltlon

e Reminded organizations of the “Greeks vs. Romans” Football game.

e Discussed success with this year's homecoming.

e Announced a committee meeting soon to come up.

Comptroller Dan Rosner: s

e Explained budget.

e Announced that applications are still being accepted for the Student Affairs
budget committee.

" Matt Bono, from student court

e Announced that University of Missouri-St. Louis has given out fewer parking
tickets this year.

L ib ué’ wGREI“
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‘Now that we've asked you,
it's your turn to ask us!
www.thecurrentonline.com thecurrent@umsl.edu

UNDERCURRENT by Michelle Kaufman

In light of the recent discovery of a second Iranian nuclear facility,
Are you worried about Iran becomming a nuclear power?

| “Only afraid because
they are unwilling to
cooperate. Having
nuclear power is not

“Yes and no. Yes
because you never
know how prepared
we are really are. No,

as important as what
you do with it.”

| because with recent
travisties | expect
our goverment to be

La* Ondrill Brown

Alicia Taylor more aware about
Senior Junior whats going on.”
French Accounting
"Worried that they “No. They're not very
| might get worse, covert, and we've
_but not that they'll caught them in
‘become a nuclear the past.”
power." °

Ellie Ordway

Stephen Ordway
Senior Freshman
Physics Physics
VERBATIM

“Maybe this looks better to you
at noon, but at 6 in the morning
the only thing you can do is think
of every terrible thing you've
done in your entire life.”

-David Letterman

“For the life of me, | can't under-
stand why | was involved in such
pointless activity.”
' -Michael Vick
on dog fighting

“There's a joke out now that

says the main value of the Cash

for Clunkers program may be

that we'll get a lot of cars with

Obama stickers off the road.”
-Tim Pawlenty

Minnesota Governor

“| assure you that there won't be

any war in the future.”
-Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
President of Iran

POLL
How do you feel about dlgltal textbooks"

B 1t's a great way to lower
my carbon footprint

B Just another scheme
by book publishers

I'll still stick with the
hardback version

This week:
How do you feel about the
Olympics not being
in Chicago?

Answer at
www.thecurrentonline.com

CRIMELINE

Saturday, SEPTEMBER 26, 2009

September 26, 2009 Stealing Under $500.00 - Lot KK

Sometime between 6:30 PM and 10:30 PM person(s) unknown broke into two vehicles
parked on Lot KK on the South Campus. Both vehicles had a window busted out, and one
victim repqrted that a GPS unit was stolen from inside. The other vehicle only had damage,
and nothing else was taken. There are no suspects«in these incidents.

Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 28, 2009

September 29. 2009 Stealing Under $500.00 - Clark Hall

At about 5:10 PM on 9-22-09 the victim left his cell phone on a bench outside of Clark Hall
and went to class. When he realized he left it, he went back and it was gone. The victim
indicated that whoever has the phone now has viewed some-of his pictures and had been
text messaging his girlfriend. The victim delayed in reporting the incident and contacted his
cell phone service provider instead. After receiving the text messages he decided to make a
report. The UMSL Police Department has identified the person who sent the text messages.
This investigation is ongoing.

September 29, 2009 Stealing Under $500.00 - Millennium Student Center
Between 3:00 PM and 3:30 PM person(s) unknown stole the victim's cell phone. The
victim stated that he got up and left his cell phone on a table, when he went back itwas
gone. There are no suspects in this incident.

Saturday, SEPTEMBER 26, 2009

October 2, 2009 Property Damage-Parking Lot VV - South Campus

Between 9-24-09 and 10-02-09 person(s) unknown caused-damage to the rear bumper and
- spoiler of the victim's vehicle. The damaged area has numerous scratches and minor paint

chips. There are no suspects in this incident.

Remember that crime preventlon is a community effort. Anyone wrth infor-
_mation concerning these, or any other incidents should contact the Campus
Police. Please report any suspicious people or activity to the UMSL Campus

Police immediately by calling 911 if it is an emeérgency, or 314-516-5155.
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Chancellor delivers State
of University address

» JESSICA KEIL
Editor-in-Chief

Held in the ]J.C. Pen-
ney Conference Ceriter on
Wednesday was the annual
State of the University Ad-
dress. Similar to the State of
the Union Address delivered
to Congress delivered by the
president each year, the State
of the University Address is
delivered by the Chancellor
to update the campus.

Chancellor 'Thom-m
George spoke of the univer-
sity’s accomplishments since
his last address to campus,
as well as the goals and chal-
lenges thar lie in UM-St
Louis' future. After men-
tioning the substantial en-
rollment increase this fall (a
20% increase in full-time
studenes and 5% increase in
transfer students resulting in
a total of 15,800 students at
the University of Missouri-
St. Louis) he said, “Our
challenge is in the retention
of the students.” In order to
face thar challenge an exter-
nal commirtee was formed
and will present recommen-
dations throughout the year.

The chancellor also spoke
of a “Master Plan” thatr will
be submitted to curators in
December. The Master Plan
will include new locarions
for proposed building proj-
ects in the business school,
nursing and optometry, the
Mercantile Library and at

Grand Center downtown..

The Grand Center, accord-
ing to the chancellor, is a

mere 45-minute bike ride

from campus.

The
where the KWMU sta-
tion will be locared after its
move, along with arts and
commupnication rooms. The
Mercantile Library plan in-
cludes the further expansion
of the library’s extensive col-
lections.

Not to be forgotten how-
ever are the Benton-Stadler

projects. Obraining  state

Grand Cenrer s

fundir:g for Benton-Stadler
has been a priority for the
university for 15 years, ac-
cording -to the chancellor.
The university is still seek-
ing 528.5 million in funding
to expand and renovate the
halls. “I'm still optimistic,”
George said of the project.

Currently, UM-5t. Louis
state funding for fiscal vear
2009 is $61 million, staying
the same from the previous
year. Although nationally
many universities lost fund-
ing as the economy fell,
funding stayed the same at
UM-St. Louis as a part of a
compromise “pelimpred by
UM-System Presi Gary
Forsee in which the universi-
ty promised to freeze tuition.

Nevertheless, the chancel-
lor said that UM-St. Louis
“still had to do curs" and
“is probably nor our of the
woods yer.”

According to George, the
university is “preparing for
a tough year ahead.™ One
example they are preparing
is through the prominent
fundraising campaign called
"Gareway for Greatness,”
that he spoke of in the ad-
dress.

The Gateway for Grear-
ness campaign, despite the
recession, helped UM-Sc.
Louis set a fundraising re-
cord this year. $83 million
has been raised by the cam-
paign since 2005 and so far
in the 2009 fiscal year, the
campaign raised $28 mil-
lion. By July 2012, the goal
is to raise $100 million; a
number that the chancellor
fully expects will be mer and
surpassed.

The chancellor actually
ended his address with a vid-
eo about the campaign fea-
turing UM-St. Louis alumni
such as George Paz, CEO
of Express Scripts, who,
along with his wife Melissa,
donated $500,000 to the
campaign alone. “The stars
of Gareway for Greatness are
UMSL alums,” George said

Faculty and staff in the audience are recognized for ou'rstand-

ing service to the university.”

Brandon, Ashley, Benjamin and Daniel Dixon perform music by
Tchaikovsky at Wednesday's address.

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER MEAHAN / THE CURRENT

Chancellor Tom George gives his State of The Unwersny Ad-
dress in the JC Penny Conference Center.

to artendants before showing
the video.

Additionally, the event
recognized  recipients  of
the Chancellor’s Award for
Excellence. .Precluding the
announcment was a musi-
cal performance from four
sibling students—Brandon,
Ashley, Benjamin and Dan-
iel Dixon—who -performed
Quartet No. 1 in D Major
by Pyotr Hieh Tchaikovsky.

After the performance,

Provost and Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs, Glen

Cope, said to the audience,_:"
" “Wow! 1 think we& should

give them another round of
applause.”

The rcuplcnr;s of the
Chancellors Award for Ex-
cellence were Hung-Gay

Fung, Keith Stine, David

J. Griesedieck, Tanika L.
Busch, Lana J. Vierdag and
Melvin Starkey. Each were
presented with a plaque.

MASCOT, from page 1

“I think with a good nias-
cot the university would be
able to marker itself bet-
ter and would make a lot
of money in merchandis-

- ing.” Designoue said.

UM-St. Louis students

will have to wait until after
the Christmas break for the

“unveiling of the final costume

of the mascot. The date is set
for January 22 which coin-
cides with UM=St. Louis’ an-
nual Pack The Stands event.

FIRE, from page 1

The St. Louis Fire Depart-
ment had paid forthe family
to stay at a Comfort Inn for
the first night after the fire,
and then the Red Cross paid
for the Hightowers to stay ac
Quality Inn for the weekend.

Rebecca Highrower, Mar-
tha Highrower's sister, lived
in the house with her family

. as well. Rebecca said thar she

fele she had lost something
besides just a house.

“Ifs just a sad tragedy,
that’s all,” Rebecca Hight-
ower said. “All our memories
are here, it’s the only thing we
have left from our mama be-
sides ... the memories in our
hearts and in our mind.”

Rebecca’s father, Earlean
Highrower, still lived at the
house with his daughrters and
their families, Rebecca said.
Although the family had not
managed to salvage any of
their possessions, she said she
was glad that everyone had
gotten out safely and that

nobody had been injured in
the process. She also said that_
strangers have been dropping
off donations of food, cloth-
ing and more on the lawn of
the house since the-fire oc-
curred.

The Hightower family is
still unsure how the fire was
started.  Earlean Hightower
said that he felt the house was
a small loss that the family

suffered compared to what

could have happened.
“As long as all of the kids

_got out of there and nobody

done got hurt,” Earlean

Hightowér said to the news

station KSDK. “I told them,
to hell with the house.”

-If he had the money and
resources, he would simply
rebuild the house where it
used to stand. '

For now, Earlean Hight-
ower said that the Housing
Resource Center has made
arrangements for the Highe-
ower E\mil_\,‘ at a hotel.

CORRECTIONS

The Current regrets that sometimes in theaag
lication, we make mistakes. What we do 98
our mistakes. Please let us know of any &@®

be mad'e

On page 19 of the Sept 281 issue, in th%&“{]l’ﬁ]dr&n of
ik

Center,” the Child Care Developmcnt Cental
correctly named as Linda Navin ar Linda Lay
“name is actually Lynn Navin.
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To report any corrections, please contact The Current ar 314-
516-5174 or e-mail us at thecurrenttips@umsl.edu. You can also
stop by our offices located at 388 Millennium Student Center.
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Science & Healt

Years of research reveal traces of ice, water on moon

» SARAH HILL
Staff Writer

Fifteen years of space in-
vestigation has lead to con-
firmation that ice exists on
the moon’s surface. The In-
dian Space Research Program
participated with NASA and
the European Space Agency
in verifying the presence of
the ice. Indias first space-
craft, the
was launched in October of
last year, carrying some of

Chandrayaan-1,

the temperature and rtexture-
detection devices which be-
came vital to the location of
the water particulates.

One of the devices con-
tained in the Chandrayaan-1
is NASA’s Moon Mineralogy
Mapper  (M3). Accnrding
t6 reports from NASA, the
M3 located warer molecules
while flying over and analyz-
ing the moon’s surface.

Swine Flu

» CATE MARQUIS
A&E Editor

There is some encouraging
news from the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion on novel HIN1 influ-
enza A virus, or swine flu,
vaccine.

“The vaccine against novel
HIN1 will actually become
available in some states as
soon as next Tuesday,” Kris-
ten Nordlund, press assistant,
Division of Media Relations,
Centers for Disease Conrtrol
and Prevention, said.

Nordlund supplied a list
of 21 states and four cities
that will receive HIN1 flu
vaccine on Tuesday.

While Illinois and Mis-
souri- were not among those -
states, Chicago was one of

The M3 is a highly spe-
cialized spectrometer which
maps
tion both on and under the
moon’s surface, covering the
visible and infra-red ranges
of light.

Simultaneously, the M3
took 261 pictures of the
moon’s surface covering an
eight kilometer square.

Due to its sensitive lens,
the spectrometer
thermal and geological in-
terpretations of the moon’s
surface. This is pivoral for

L .
mepCI‘anl’C varia-

retrieves

detecting the lower, warer-
induced temperatures of the
moon.

Another spacecraft accom-
panying the Chandrayaan-1
as it flies around the moon
is NASA’s Lunar Reconnais-
sance Orbiter. Ser for a one-
vear mission aimed at derect-
ing hospitablc places-on the
moon’s exterior for Future

landing, the LRO concur-
rently maps the temperature
deviations on the surface of
the moon.

Reports from the LRO
distinguished the presence
of ice in the darkened areas
of the moon. The lunar poles
were specifically analyzed due
to the continuous shadow in
this region.

NASA’s goal is to expand
the presence of humans be-
yond Earth by establishing
colomies on the Moon and
docking stations for extended
missions.

It is NASA hard work
dating back to the Clemen-
tine mission of 1994. Cle-
mentine flew around the
moon, analyzing surface data
and detecting the possible lo-
carions of ice.

Paul Sp_ud}.s,_a resident
scientist over the 1994 Cle-
mCﬂ[lnC aunch rel‘erred o

the moon as “the moét valu-
able piece of real estate in the
solar system.” Perhaps the
substantiation of its presence
has heightened its.price in the
galactic economy.

Although the  profitable
lunar ice has been validated,
colonization will require ef-
fort. It is not readily available
and must be extracted.

Large quantides of lunar
soil will be utilized in order to
collect rather small amounts
of water in each process.

Extracting the ice clus-
ters and hydroxyl molecules

is possible, but it will be te- -

dious.

One real possible beneht
of the work will be a more
suitable place to colonize.
Extended space missions will
also benefit since the hydrox-
vl molecules in the soil can
be split and converted into
rocker fuel.

INUSTRATION BY ZACHARY JAMES KRAFT

vaccine could be available as soon as next week

the cities listed although St.
Louis was not.

“As of October 1, Missouri
is one of the states that [has]
ordered the vaccine. It should
arrive sometime next week,”
Nordlund said.

Although it will arrive
soon, the vaccine will be dis-
tributed according to priori-
ties set by the CDC.

According to CDC web-
site, the priorities are preg-
nant women, people caring
for young children, health-
care workers, persons be-
tween ages of 6 months and
24 years old, and people with
chronic health disorders or
compromiscd immune sys-
tems.

The campus I—Iczdth Well-
ness, & Counseling Services
plans to offer the HIN1 vac-

cine to students at no charge,
through the Department of
Health, once the vaccine be-
comes available to them,

Several companies are
making the vaccine.

“The four manufactures
are Novartis,
(FluMist), CSL Biotherapies
and Sanofi Pasteur,” Nord-
lund said.

Producing a flu vaccine
has some challenges and
there is a need to produce a
new vaccine every )rca: for
seasonal flu. ;

“Some viruses have a ge-
nome made out of DNA and
some have a genome made
of out of RNA. Influenza A
has a genome made out of
RNA instead of DNA. RNA
viruses are prone to changing
their genome much more fre-

MedImmune -

quently than DNA viruses,”

Marc Spingola, affiliated as-
sistant professor of biology,
said.

Spingola usually rteaches
virology at the university, and
will in Spring semester.

“So “that presents a chal-
lenge to producing a vaccine
if the virus is always chang-
ing,” Spingola said. “As its ge-
nome changes, the antigens
change, [therefore] they can

evade the immune system .

and make vaccines worth-
less.” '

Antigens are the proteins
or other subsrances on the vi-
rus’ surface the immune sys-
tem recognizes in triggering
an immune response.

The seasonal flu shot does
not protect against HINIL.

This strain presented some

extra challenges.

“There are different strains
of flu viruses, and to make
a vaccine against flu virus,
they inject a live virus into
embryonated chicken eggs.
It replicates in the chicken
eggs; after there is a sufficient
quantity of virus in the eggs,
they harvest the virus and
inactivate it, and use that in-
activared virus as the vaccine.
There are a couple other steps
involved as wcll Spingola
said.

“The HIN1 does not seem
to grow as rapidly or as effi-

ciently as seasonal ‘strains of

flu,” he said.

This last fact led: to some .

concerns abour delays in the
availability of vaccine against
HIN1 flu.

St. Louis was one of the

testing centers for the new
vaccine and safety concerns
seemed minimal.
FHINI1 2009 monovalent
vaccine was FDA approved
for children over 6 months
and adules for this fall after
.. clinical trials demonstrar-
ed that one dose for persons
10 years and older, and wo
doses for children under 10
years, were well rolerated and
induced immune responses
that are expected to be pro-
tective,”  Robert  Belshe,
M.D., director of Saint Louis
University’s Center for Vac-
cine Development, said.
“Vaccine may become
available in some parts of the
country as early as next week.
Our studies continue in spe-
cial populations including

pregnant women.”
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‘» JOE SCHAFFNER
Staff Writer

Rusted mertal sheets are
scattered throughout the up-

per floors of Benton-Stadler

Hall, adding extra clurter to
the peculiar warchouse aes-
thetic of the science building,

Unused water and gas
pipes make their home in
classrooms, creating poten-

CHELLE KAUFMAN/ THE CURRENT

tially exf:iosive situations. A
renovation is  desperately
needed.

This renovarion has been a
goal at the University of Mis-

souri — St. Louis for over a de-

cade. In 2007 there was hope

that, it might acrually come
to fruition when ex-governor
Mart Blune signed a senate
bill thar promised the school
$28.5 million to,do so.

However, this funding was
cut by governor Jay Nixon
in June when the general
economic status of the state
nose-dived. _

The university board of
curators wrote a scathing
letter to Nixon concerning
school budget cuts.

“We find reports that
higher education and the
University of Missouri are
once again being considered
as a place to make budget
cuts on previously commit-
ted capital projects very trou-
bling.”

Nixon believes that he had
no other choice in the mat-
ter and made an encouraging
statement regarding school
renovation projects.

“These are projects thar

wemmed ﬁnd a way to get
done.”

In July. hope was renewed
when the UM — System is-
sued a bill acceptng $332

million in state debt for
building construction on
campuses throughout the

state. However, the Benton-
Stadler renovation project
was not included in the bond.

“When students pay good
money to go to school here
we want to provide ‘them
with a suitable environment
to learn in, and for the pro-
fessors to teach,” Dr. Spilling,
chemistry and bio-chemistry
chair, said.

The reason the Benton-
Stadler renovation was passed
over for a granc is probably
due to the nature of the proj-
ect. The majority of construc-
tion plans being given granl:s
are residence halls.

Since rent will generate
revenue, these buildings will
be berter equipped to help

pay back the debr service.

The UM - System trea-
sury could not be reached
for comment concérning the
disregard for the long-antici- -
pated Benton-Stadler project.

Only $35 million in grant
money is going to critical
repairs and renovations, and
the revitalization of Benton-
Stadler’s outdated classrooms
and laboratories falls into this
category. This project alone
is estimated to cost $31.5
million.

Students remain hopeful

thar the renovation of Ben-
ton-Stadler will happen.
- The last major building
project at UM — St. Louis
was the Millennium Student
Center, and that was com-
pleted back in 2000. Since
then, tuition alone has in-
creased by over $100 per
credit hour.

See éTADLER, page 9

Evolving AIDS research, searching for possible

» SARAH HILL
Staff Writer

Thailand’s National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases completed a two
year, double-blind AIDS vac-
cine trial on almost 16,500
Thai ‘participants. Aimed to
prevent AIDS infection, the
ALVAC-AIDSVAX  vaccine
was a fusion of two precur-
sory vaccines.

ALVAC, which is Sanofi-
Pastueur’s vaccine for canary
pox, acts as a catalyst for
building immunity and cell
defense.

It was used in HIV trials

with the goal that the vaccine
would lock onto HIV cells,
ceasing their ability to spread
further through the body.
Its partner AIDSVAX, dis-
tributed by Global Solutions
for Infectious Diseases, was
aimed to assist in the pro-
duction of antibodies which
could neutralize the South-
east Asian strains of HIV.
Both vaccines failed in

their singular trials, bur the

NIAID scientists hoped the
combination would provide
more positive results.
ALVAC-AIDSVAX  was
administered to half of the
participants in the study. The

remainder received a placebo
vaccine.

Both groups received in-
structions for safe sexual
practices after administration
of the vaccine and remained
under watch of the research-
ers for the following 24
months.

Analysis of dara from the
completed study led the NI-
AID scientists to a margin-
ally positive, yer unimpres-
sive conclusion. 74 members
of the placebo group and 51
members of vaccine group
became. infected with HIV
during the study. Although

fewer infections occurred

in the ALVAC-AIDSVAX
group, the minimal differ-
ence of 23 possible successes
did not support further in-
vestment in the vaccination.

Attempts towards more
successful vaccines contin-
ue to be made by scientists
throughout the world as
AIDS simulraneously evades
destruction.

Cleverly and fiercely

adapting themselves, HIV
strains illustrate the wisdom
of age.

Earlier estimates pegged
the virus at approximartely
. 15 million years old, bur re-
cent genome mapping has

revealed a longer lifespan.
Oxford University scien-
tists discovered what appears
to be an ancestral form of the
HIV virus within the codes of

“the two-toed sloth’s genome.

This discovery adds rough-
ly 85 million years onto the
disease’s age. Prior Oxford
research located similar viral
records inscribed in. the fos-
sil_genomes of rabbits and
lemurs as well.

With the additional dis- i

covery in the sloth genome,
the scientists now presume
that the virus has actually
been slaughtering mammals
since they first came into ex-

vaccines

istence.

Discoveries revealing the
approximate age of HIV as-
sist scientists in understand-
ing its evolution, thefeby
increasing the probability for
successful vaccines.

Yer the viral warmonger
remains an enigma. As the
earth’s human population in-
creases, a dark sort of balance
is creared by the evolving mi-
crobial universe.

Population control on this
level forces humans to fight
for the right to survive. Oth-
erwise, the microbial warriors
could lead the world to its
demise.
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UM-St. Louis professor discovers ancient Greek palace

N

» AARON HOLDMEYER

in Athens surreunded b
i UL
The Curvent: Did you
ever dream of this while
studying?
© Michael
lous: Isn't it every grad stu-
dent’s dream?

myths af aocicn

Cosmopo-

TC: Hasn't most t;f An-

cient Greece already been
discovered? If so, does this
make your find even more
rare?

MC: Actually, it has
not. Major discoveries have
not happened since the
1950s, and there is a lot that
still awaits discovery. The true
value of our find is that in our

7 -

l*

slte une Of severdl wihn

joined together araund 1500-
1400 BC e form the first
‘Quasi"—tederal stare. The

central/federal capital was the
place of Nestor—one of the
famous heroes of the Trojan
War—and our site was one

of the state capitals (o draw .
a gross parallel using modern

terms). Its importance for
Greek history is that for the
first time we can study the
processes that led to the uni-
fication or forceful integra-
ton of independent polities
10 create a state—the process
of state formation in ancient
Greece.

We knew about the site

& z 0 e Rl
o 3 - - -
N . >
> RS

- N =n

sun tor r three millennia

sends chills up my spine; and
there is .i:l'.':!}\ the element
of mystery, This past season,
we found a human skull just
30¢m under the surface [of]
the ground, in a place where
we had not expected to find
anything. It belonged to 4
12-15 year old woman who
suffered from hyperplasia (a
condition caused by severe
physical stress)—what was
her’ story? - Why is she laid

- there?

TC: Are you using this as
a teaching tool?
MC: Actually, the Study

in, Greece programs are our

initiative through the en-

7C: How does studying
lncient Greece effect people
taday?

MC: Our society in 2ls
century America is nor iso-
lared in time and space from
previous sacieries. In fact, it is

part of the same cultural con-

tinuum. Greece is at the root
of this continuum and study-
ing Greece can help us under-
stand better our own world:

This is for two reasons:

first, because the Greeks laid
the foundations for many of
the structures of our-world—
from medicine to law ro sci-
ence—and second, because

for the first time they tried

to understand our humanity.
What makes us human and
how we can be happy in life.

—

“(limate change
discussed in Copenhagen

» CATE MARQUIS
A&E Editor

The Copenhagen Con-
ference, ofhcially the 15th
Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change, is an inter-

. national meeting on global
climate change intended to

craft a new agreement to re-
place the limited and expir-
ing 1997 Kyoto Protocol.
“The U.N. conference is
scheduled for December
7-18 in Copenhagen, Den-
mark. Delegations from
192 countries are expecred
o atrend.
Energy. environnfental
and economic issues will
be on the table, While the
interests of various narions

will have to be balanced,

" the goal is w reduce global

grecnhouse gas emissions
nigh 't hald the semper-

under 2d grecs

anitrics didn'e sigr

Koore carty enoveh on, and
that was Australia and this
L~1.’]H[FI"‘ |f’ COWITSC, Iﬂ p‘lr-
ticular this cnuntr’\-'," Dr.
Parrick Osborne, Execiitive
Director of the Whitey R.
Harris World Ecology Cen-
ter, at University of Mis-
souri — St. Louis, said.
Since Kyeto, developing
countries Ching and India
have moved into the “devel-
oped” category. |
““In fact, China is now
a bigger greenhouse emit-
ter than the U.S. is, over
the latest couple of years,”

Osborne said, although he -

noted that was overall, not

per capita. -

“They now have to be

 big players, to change the

political spectrum  now,
because Kyoto - was the
developed versus develop-
ing dichotomy, and that
is not the case now with
China and India,” Osborne
said, noting that India and
China are “really pushing

coal as their main energy"

source.”

While .skeptics remain,
most of the world acceps
the wealth of scientific
information  supporting
global climate change, ac-
cording tw Doug Ladd,
a biologist. with the Na-
ture Conservancy and a
speaker ar the UM:— St

- Louis course “Global Cli-

mate Change,” being held
at the St. Louis Zoo. Ladd
cited a well-known study of
ice cores, going back 2000

1. = H 1
vears, showing fluctuations

of atmospheric CO2 over
time. with levels never ex- |

ling 300 paris per mil
g 1184 {
1n

k Ca
"
|

]
il
pi
' - - ] ]
1 w L ] [ i
board. This counmm 15 s
critical. | mean: we are 33%

of the greenhouse gas, gen-
cration.”

“l am encouraged by

Obamass, forthrightness in-

urging the country that this
is something we have to

deal with, and that he will

enter with a positive sense "

of responsibilicy ar Co-
penhagen ... I am encour-
aged by that,” Dr. Patricia
Parker, Des Lee Professor of

Zoological Studieg at UM

— St. Louis and Senior Sci-
entist at the St. Louis Zoo,
said, striking a hopeful note
about U.S. participation.

See COPENHAGEN, page 9
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Health tips

Cold season is coming, and a host of viruses along with it

» JEN O'HARA
Staff Writer

Over 35 million people in
the United Startes are infect-
ed with influenza each cold
and flu season. Flu season is
typically labeled during the
months from November to
March.

With  November right
around the corner, staying
healthy should soon be enter-
ing the minds of everyone.

Mainraining a healthy life-
style can be hard during any
season.
holds
larger challenges. This year,
seasonal and HIN1 influenza
are expected to be the most
problematic in the Unirted
States. Also, respiratory ill-
nesses in children are prevail-
~ing.

However, winter

During the colder months
0{: tht‘ }'L’dr. g'..'rﬂls are more
abundant. While some be-
lieve otherwise, it is because
during the winter, society
is generally confined ro in-
doors. This means more hud-
dling, more touching of the
same objects, and more being
sneezed or coughed on.

For this reason, experts
suggest the biggest prevention
for catching colds and viruses
is to wash hands frequently.

“Make sure you have good
hand hygiene, first of all,”
Stephanie Koenig, Manager
of Infection Prevention at
Christian Hospiral said.

“It’s very, very important.
You don't know how sick the
person was that touched the
items before you. Keep some
of the alcohol gel in your
purse or pocker. They come
small enough thart it’s easy to,
you know, carry around with
you ... and use [it] frequently
so that you are prorecting
vourself against germs.”

According to a nationwide
Harris Interactive poll in
2005, 91% of adults claimed
they washed their hands after
using the restroom.

Only 83% actually
washed their hands, after ob-
servation. This means out of
ten people at school, there
is a high chance that rwo of
th(]sﬂ tén are not \\':!:ihing
their hands after using the
restroom.

“I would advise others ro
wash their hands before every
meal and after going to the
bathroom,” Stephanie Taylor,
sophomore, social work said.

Other methods of keeping
a healthy lifestyle during cold
and flu season include get-
ting yearly flu shots, spraying
door handles, toys and door-

knobs throughout the home
with disinfecrant spray, and
take vitamins regularly.

Students offer advice as
well, in addition to hand
washing,

“Use common sense,
[and] don’t drink after ocher
people” Jennifer Noel, fresh-
man, social work.

In addition, Taylor sug-
gested keeping warm during
the colder months as well.
About 800 Americans die
every year from hypothermia

“Take vitamin C and bundle
up on cold days,” Taylor said.

If unlucky enough to catch
a cold during these times,
take proper steps to recover.
If sick, stav home as not to
infect anyone else.

Take medicine, stay warm
and drink plenty of fluids.

If living or not living on
campus, the University’s
Health and Wellness Clinic
welcomes those with illnesses.

The clinic does not charge
for assessment and consulta-
tion,and mostservicesare free.

“As difficult as it is to stay
healthy, it's so worth it be-
cause having to skip school
and them make up work is
no fun,” Kate Rehagen, ju-
nior, thearer and dance, said.

COPENHAGEN, from page 8

* Both Osborne and Parker feel that an agreement is essential at Copenhagen.

“I think it is absolutely critical; it is absolutely critical to get people together, and to get all

hands on the table and agree. As long as we are all holding out, hoping we can use the reluctance
of other countries to take no action ourselves, it will never change ... the problem will never
reverse. I think this is the chance that we've got to get everyone together—including the United

States—for the first time, and I just hope it works,” Parker said.

“But I am reasonably encouraged because the European Union is doing a great deal now and

they will push things forward,” Osborne said.

STADLER, from page 7

Problems in the classroom are purely mechanical.
The teaching staff in the science department is still top notch, but when faced with faulty
equipment, doing their job becomes difficult.
“The labs are beginning to show their age; it's getting pretty bad,” Dr. Spilling said.

Check us out on the Web. Now.

‘TheCurrent@nline.com

Greenland losing ice, new study suggests

» JOHN DUNN
Staff Writer

A recent study of the wa-
ter surrounding the Arcric
and Greenland’s ice caps has
revealed rising temperatures,
which scientists believe is
contributing to the rate of
glacial melt in the region.

Glaciers, huge blocks of
ice that occur in areas of
permafrost and above the
snowline, weigh hundreds
of thousands of tons. They
have huge kineric energy
and porential to change our
environment by their gradu-
al movement and variations
in densiry.

Many valleys thar we see
today were carved by the
huge force of moving gla-
ciers after the last ice age
20,000 years ago.

In a time when man’s
impact on the environment
and climate is under scru-
tiny, scientists use the water-
shed created by the seasonal
melting ice as a vardstick ro
measure the affect of climare
change and global warming
using satellite photographs.

Higher average air tem-
peratures mean that more
ice thaws after winter, ris-
ing sea levels as the snow-
melt runs into the sea. This
has been a steady indicator
of climate change for some
time.

Global sea levels have
been rising on average three
millimeters a

year since
1993.
Now the Gulf Stream

waters that are expected to
be the cause behind high-
er temperatures found in
Greenland’s waters are caus-
ing new problems.

The US Narional Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration has recently shown
a one-degree Fahrenheit
increase in the world ocean
surface temperature for the
June through August period,
the warmest summer tem-
peratures on record in nearly
three decades, and the kind
of mass change that can only
be explained by taking into

account mankind’s impact

on the environment.

This rise is particularly
alarming for researchers in
Greenland—as it is a rela-
tively smaller glacier and is
therefore more unstable—
and has been recorded to
travel up to 30 merers per

day.

has enough water stored
within it to raise global sea
levels by six meters, a vol-
ume that would cause in-
creased chance of flooding
worldwide and would prove
devastating to low-lying ar-
able farmland.

The effect on the lives of

The warm water flows un-
derneath the glaciers causing
them to melt and acts as a
lubricant, meaning they can
fow into the sea easier.

“The melting of the
Greenland ice cap will re-
lease a huge amount of fresh
water into the North Atlan-
tic; the last time this hap-
pened it sent Northern Eu-
rope back into an ice age for
several thousand years. [An

.environmental event of this

scale] would cause untold
catastrophic affects global-
ly,” Patrick Shanon-Hughes,
an environmental science
student at the University of
Maine, said.

The new scientist finds
that the ice cap in Greenland

wildlife at the poles is also
under great threat by nort
only the change in sea tem-
peratures and levels, but also
by the loss of ice that many
animals depend on.

University of Missouri —
St. Louis students may not
see the immediate effects
of ice melting thousands of
miles away today, bur that
does not mean they are nort
aware of it.

“I feel like I need to make
a difference to my impact on
climate change. T am wor-
ried about the future and
think people should make
more of an effort to reduce
their carbon footprint,”
Gerry Xin, junior, interna-
tional business, said.
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» MATTHEW B. HENRY
Staff Writer

At the University of
Missouri-St. Louis, there is
something quietly raking
place within the athletic de-
partment this fall. The men’s
soccer team has on overall re-
cord of 4-4-2 after 11 games.
‘Their team record for all of
2008 was 6-10-2.

“The team is in really good
physical shape and I thought
they came back prepared
to strive to improve on last
year’s record,” head coach
Dan King said in an inter-
view during two-a-days in
August.

To verify Kings statement
about the team being in re-
ally good physical shape, just
iook at [hc gaals-pcr—pcnod

total éf 15 for

 business marketing, said.
The team’s record is just
~one of ma.ay areas where
success is tx.kimg place. Their
goals to shot attempts statis-
 tic reads, 1510 125 fora 1.67
goals scor

uf-—_per game aver-
age: Their ¢ m:m:s average
s just 1. 3 .;;-, )

CWe're finally scoring,”
“forward Js McKenna, ju-

i gam;?,m&. 11 of those
goals cominy dunng the last

- e ﬁg.ts are m@ﬁclder Chrls Clar-

. tled for r.'he team lead in goals

- ,&.

FILE|PHOTO!BY/JENNIFER'MEAHAN

Kyle Wagtech, junior, nursing, races to kick the ball.

~ The numbers seem to
béar that out, as several Tri-
ton players are pucting up
impressive scoring numbers
compared to their number of
shotattempts. Two such play-

scored with three apiece.
Agne, who has scored his
three goals in eight short at-
tempts, leads the team with a
.375 shots percentage. Clar-
kin, who has scored his three
goals on nine shot atcempts,
is second on the team with

'a.333 shot percentage. An-

6th_er_key_ factor has been the

three assists.

“I started off slow,” McK-
enna said. “I lost a startng
spot. I feel a lot more com-
fortable coming off the bench
and I'm more productive.
I'm creating chances, getting

als, and setting people up.”

Another  stadstical  area

t points out why this team
is succeeding are saves per
game. There are 29 in the first
half and 32 in the second half
with one save in overtime pe-
riods one and two.

UM-St. Louis goalkeep-
ers, Tim Boruff, sophomore,
accounting, and Adam Gie-
segh, junior, accounting,
have made 61 saves this sea-
son, while. their opponents

nior, mechahical engineering, ' improved play of McKenna, only have 41.

said: “[We're :‘Putﬂng theball who leads the team in over-

in the backnf the net. * all points, with two goalsand ~ See MODEST MEN page 12
MEN'S SOCCER
Oct. 09 MARYVILLE* DON DALLAS FIELD 7:30 pm
Oct. 12 at Upper lowa Fayette, lowa 1:00 pm
WOMEN’S SOCCER .
Oct. 07 WASHU DON DALLAS FIELD 7:30 pm
Oct. 09 MARYVILLE DON DALLAS FIELD 5:00 pm

» ANTHONY PADGETT
Asst. Sports Editor

The women’s soccer
team at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis recently
passed the halfway point.
Their 2009 season has a to-
tal of 17 games, and 10 have
already been played. The
team’s record right now is
2-7-1.

The team is rebounding
from last season when their
head coach quit right before
that season started and was
replaced with Tom Cham-
pion, who had no intentions
of returning for this season.

These off-feld distrac-
tions resulted in the team
having a 6-11-1 record last
year. But, with Bobby Less-
entine as the brand new
head coach of the team,
the Tritons are looking to
bounce back.

Coach Lessentine is com-
ing off an amazing season
from last year with Rhodes
College when he led them to
their first conference title in
17 years.

During his four-year ten-
ure at Rhodes College, his
record as head coach was an
astounding 50-17-8.

Lessentine said he be-
lieves the Tritons can still
make the playoffs this year.

One reason for his optimism
nior players on the team.
this team] is senior leader-

ship from our eight seniors,”
Lessentine said.

VOLLEYBALL
Oct. 09
Oct. 10

DRURY

MEN’S GOLF
Oct. 5-6
Oct. 12-13

“[The main strength of

senior players. There is
no replacement for expe-
rience,” Lessentine said.
With their large senior class,
the time for the team to suc-
ceed is now.
Although the team has an
overall losing record in the

Great Lakes Valley Confer-

ence, there is still plenty of
tme to climb the rankings
and make a comeback. The
team still has seven games
left on the schedule.

Of the seven games, five
in a row are at home from
Oct. 7 o Oct, 20, and the
other two are away games.
For the Tritons to make a
playoff run, it will be key for
them to beat these GLVC

is the number of quality se- =

ST. LOUIS, MO

ROCKHURST  ST. LOUIS, MO

UMSL TRITON INVITE MADISON, ILL.
at Lewis Fall Classic

(Prairie Bluff GC) Lockport, Ill

Womens soccer thus far

teams and ascend the rank-
ings, as only the top eight
teams make the GLVC play-
offs at the end of the year.

The second half of the
season will test the Tritons as
only two of the seven teams
they will be playing have a
losing record. There will be
a much clearer picture of
the post-season possibilities
for the ream after their five
game home stand.

Caidin  Farrow, senior,
international business, is a
forward for the team and
currentdy leads the team in
shots and shots on goal with
27 and 15, respectively.

See SOCCER page 12

It is “difficult to replace Kari Schelich, sophomore, nursing, kicks off agamst the Hawks.

7:00 pm
3:00 pm
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First time can be the charm, second time, it’s all work

» MATTHEW B. HENRY
Staff Writer

University of Missouri-St.
Louis middle hitrer, Weslie
Gaff, sophomore, is one of
the most imposing figures
in all of Great Lakes Valley
Conference volleyball.

The 6’1 Gaff recently be-
came the GLVC leader in
total blocks (78) and solo
blocks (23) on the season,
and is a major reason why
UM-St. Louis was tied for
second place with a 12-G re-
cord heading into last week-
end’s play.

“The biggest thing for
Weslie is she is tremendously

- stronger than she was last

year as a freshman,” head
Triton volleyball coach Trent
Jones said. “That's really im-

portant for her
middle-blocker, because you
have to be really strong and
quick, and she’s improved in
both areas.”

High praise from the
coach for Gaff, who last year

position,

received the honors of being
named the GLVC Freshman
of the Year and the American
Volleyball Coaches Midwest

Region Freshman of the Year. -

Most athletes are tested in
some manner so as to evalu-
ate them against their peers
or to judge improvement
from one point to another.
According to Jones, in volley-
ball one standard is verrical
leaping ability, or how high
they can reach.

“She touches about nine
feer ten inches, off a three-
step approach at the net,”

Jones said. “So she’s about
two feet above the ner and
thats what we look for.. We
want kids to.contact the ball
high above the net, because
they can then hit it over

blocks, and the angle of hir-"

ting the ball into the courr is
greater.”

Even at 6’1 Gaft consid-
ers herself “a lirtle short” for
her position, and believes her
leaping ability helps her verti-
cal reach. Jones agreed.

“She’s a great middle-
blocker (with) tremendous
leaping ability,” Jones said.
“She’s a really good side-out
middle, which means"when
we're receiving serve and she
gets the ser, there is a really
good chance she will ger the
kill there.”

Gaff started playing vol-

Volleyball gets win at UWP

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

The University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis women’s vol-
leyball team might be setting
some kind of record for excit-
ing matches this season.

Even when the Tritons .

do not play their best, they
still seem to somehow make
a martch exciting, and it has
been that way all season. That
is what happened in both of
UM-St. Louis’s matches last
weekend.

On Friday night the Tri-
tons didn’t play well, bur
still managed to take No. 13
Lewis University to five sets
before finally succumbing
three sets to two in a match
at Neil Carey Arena in Ro-
meoville, Il

Then, on Saturday, UM-
St. Louis was absolutely
dominant in the first two sets,
then dreadful in the middle
sets, before finally putting
away  Wisconsin-Parkside,

three sets to two, in a match
at the DeSimone Gymna-
sium in Kenosha, Wis.
Qurside hitter Erin Hig-
gins, sophomore, early child-
hood education, played her
best two matches as a Triton
in those two contests. Friday
night, Higgins had a career-
best 16 kills with five hir er-
rors in the loss to Lewis. Then
on Saturday, she topped her-
self, posting a march-high 17
kills with only four hit errors.
Setter Kayla Kinzinger, ju-
nior, education, directed the
UM-St. Louis offense- with
43 assists agéinst Lewis, and
51 against UWP While the
best libero in the conference,
Carolyn. Holstein,
business, led the defensive

junior,

_effort with 32 digs on Friday

and 25 on Saturday.

The 1-1 weekend gives the
Tritons a 13-7 record on the
season, and leaves them in a
four-way tie for fourth place
in the GLVC, with Drury,

Rockhurst, and Southern In-
diana. All four teams have a
4-2 conference record.

UM-St. Louis will ger its
chance to grab sole posses-
sion of fourth place, or maybe
even move up in the stand-
ings this week, when it will
host home matches against
Drury and Rockhurst.

The Drury match will
be Friday night at the Mark
Twain building at 7 p.m.
The Panthers are 12-6 on the
season, and are coming off a
loss to second place Northern
Kenrtucky last Saturday.

The quick Triton homes-
tand will conclude Sarurday
when rival Rockhurst comes
to visit the Mark Twaln build-
ing at 3 p.m. The Hawks had
won four marches in a row,
until they lost to Northern
Kentucky on Friday. But
Rockhurst got back on. the
winning track Saturday, with
a three games to none sweep
over 10th place Bellarmine.

%’@g%ﬁﬁﬁ?@mwﬁﬂﬂ

leyball as a youngster, but got
into the game more seriously
when she began to outgrow
some of her other favorite ac-
tivities.

“I started out dancing and
playing volleyball,” Gaff said,

“but when I started gerting

taller, I kinda just stuck with
volleyball. [ just really liked
it.

Gaffs  training routine
during the summer—where
she obtained  this improve-
ment over last season—was
put together by Jones. It in-
cluded lifting weights for 45
minutes—either upper body
or lower body—and then
running 20 minutes on an
elliptical or 15 minutes of
sprints.

Another aspect of her
training is playing club vol-

leyball for Illini Elite. It is a
member of the Junior Vol-
leyball Directors Association
where teams travel all over
and compete for the U.S.
Volleyball Championships.

When asked what she
thinks of Coach Jones: “He’s
a great guy,” Gaff said. “He's
really personable, he really
cares abour his girls a lot, and
tries to make things best for
them and puts in a lot of ex-
tra time [for them].”

Gaff is also. one of.the
more than 30 UM-St. Louis
athletes who are members
of the Pierre Laclede Hon-
ors College. No dumb jocks
here. . ‘

When asked if there is
something she wants UM-St.
Louis students, faculty and
staff to know: “Volleyball is

COURTESY OF UMSL
SPORTS INFORMATION

an exciting sport to watch,”
Gaff said. “There is always
somerhing going on. Like it
isso much fun to watch a
bunch of girls, we cheer all
the time and help each other
all the time ... and we're hav- -
ing such success and I want
other people to see that.”

CHECK US OUT ONLINE AT

WWW.THECURRENTONLINE.COM
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MEN’'S SOCCER
Team GLVC Overall
(W-L-T) W-L-T
Drury 8-0-0 11-0-0
N. Kentucky  6-2-0 9-2-1
Rockhurst 6-2-0 '8-4
Quincy 5-2-1 6-4-2
UW- Parkside 5-2-2 9-2-2
Lewis 6-3-0 7-3-1
Bellarmine 5-3-0 7-3-1
Missouri S&T  4-3-1 4-4-1
Saint Joseph's 3-3-2 6-4-2
UM-St. Louis 3-4-2 4-5-2
S. Indiana 3-6 3-7-1
Indianapolis  2-5 4-5-2
Ky. Wesleyan  1-7 4-9-1
Maryville 0-7-10 0-10-1
II. Springfield 0-8-10  1-9-1

STAT BOX
WONMEN'S SOCCER
Team GLVC Qverall

(W-L-T)  (W-L-T)
Drury 7-1 10-2-0
Indianapolis 7-1 10;2-0
Quincy 7-1 9-3-0
N. Kentucky 6-2 9-2-0
Bellarmine .62 - 820
Rockhurst 5-2-1 6-4-1
UW-Parkside  5-3-1 6-3-2
S. Indiana 4-4-1 562
Missouri S&T  4-4-0 4-511
Maryville 3-4-1 4-6-1
Ky. Wesleyan ~ 3-6-0 6-6-1
UM-St. Louis 2-6-1 2-7-1-
Lewis 171 282
IIl. Springfield ~ 0-9 2-9
Saint Joseph's  0-8 1-10

- N e e

VOLLEYBALL

Team GWVC  Overall

W-1) (W)
Lewis 6-0 16-3
N.Kentucky  5-0 14-5
Indianapolis 5-1 1941
Drury 4-2 12-6
UM-St. Louis  4-2 13-7
S. Indiana 4-2 10-8
Rackhurst 4-2 10-9
UW-Parkside  3-3 15-6
St. Joseph's 3-3 9-13
Bellarmine 2-3 5-5
Missouri S&T  2-4 6-16
Maryville 1-5 2-11
+ Quincy 1-5 2-15
III. Springfield  0-6 6-12
Ky.Wesleyan ~ 0-6 0-15

UMSL Alumn signs with pro hockey Ieagué

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS

The stranger then ex-

Sports Editor plained that he was a scout
for a team in the Italian In-
Ceddie says ... Sometimes  line Hockey League.

life is crazy in a good way.

I came to this realization
last week after having a con-
versation with former Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis
student and standout inline
hockey player PJ. Tallo.

Maybe you know Tallo,
bur even if you don't, P'm sure
you've seen him around cam-
pus before.

Tallo is a very popular guy.
He is the typical big man on
campus—blonde hair, blue
eyes, movie star smile, great
sense of humor ... everybody
who knows PJ. Tallo loves to
be around him.

That’s right, the league is
in Italy—as in Rome, Venice,
the Vatican, and the leaning
tower of Pisa. That funny
looking country on the map,
that's shaped like a boor—
Iraly.

Pro inline hockey is a very
big deal in Europe—much
more so than here in Ameri-
ca—and the Tralian League is
considered one of the fastest
rising and most competitive
pro .inline hockey leagues in
the world. )

In that league, there’s a
team—DPirati Civitecchia—
that i in desperate need of

“1 like to have fun, man,” a charismartic, leader-type
Tallo said. “I get along with  player who is good at making
everybody.” plays and scoring goals.

That's why it didn't really
surprise Tallo when a stranger
approached him and wanted
to shake his hand after play-
ing particularly well in an in-
line hockey tournament ea.rly
last summer.

The stranger, who spoke
with a thick European ac-
cent, offered Tallo a number
of compliments, then asked
the then-UM-St. Louis phys-

ical education major if hed

be interested in playing in a
pro inline hockey league.

Tallo was caught com-
pletely off guard, but said he
would love to play in a pro
league.

After scouting and watch-
ing videos of a number of
American players, .this scout
believed Tallo was the player
his team was looking for.

This is not the first time
a major hockey program has
coveted Tallos services. He
was a highly sought-after
player, ranking as one of the
best inline hockey players in
the country when he gradu-
ated from McCluer High
School in June 2007.

Both UM-St. Louis and
archrival Lindenwood Uni-

versity were hoping Tallo -

would enroll at their school
and join their inline hockey

ship.

program.

Most inline hockey ex-
perts thought Tallo would
choose Lindenwood.

After all, Lindenwood has
had the No. 1 inline hockey
program in the country for
several years and has won sev-
eral national championships,
but Tallo “sent shockwaves”
through the inline hockey
world. when he enrolled in
UM-St. Louis in late summer
2007.

I didnt even know there
was an inline hockey world,
but apparently there is, and

* Tallo shocked everybody in it

when he chose UM-St. Louis
over No., 1 Lindenwood.

With Tallo on the team,
the Tritons became immedi-
ate national championship
contenders. UM-St. Louis
went 24-4 in ‘'07-'08 and ad-
vanced to the national title
game, but lost to Linden-
wood, which at the time had
won seven straight national
titles.

Tallo was dctermmed to
change that, and last year
he did when he led UM-St.
Louis to a 24-5 record and a
victory over Lindenwood in
the finals, giving the Tritons
their first national champion-

“That was dtﬁrutcly one
of the most exciting mo-
ments of my life,” Tallo said.

“I've won state rtitles and
junior national tides, but
winning with UMSL and

ending Lindenwood’s seven-
year streak was unbelievable.”

Tallo’s performance in the
national title game, where he
had a hand in all five UM-St.
Louis goals, might be whart
caughe Civitecchia’s eye.

Pirati Civitecchia is one
of the best defensive teams
in the Italian Inline Hockey
League.

They finished in eighth
place last season, and were
hoping that signing one of
the top collegiate American
players would boost their of-
fense. .

Tallo cerrainly seems like
that player after leading UM-
St. Louis in scoring last year,
with 63 points on 22 goals
and 41 assists in 27 games,
while mostly playing a de-
fenseman position where he
was asked to defend the other
teamn’s best offensive player.

Tallo is under strict in-
structions not to discuss the
monetary terms of his con-
tract but he did say that he
will make a “very nice” salary
this season, and that the team
will give him use of a fully
furnished house—which sits
right. on the Mediterranean

* Sea—for the entire season.

“I was just blown away
when they offered,” Tallo
said. :

“I talked it over with my
dad, and we decided school
will always be there. This

might be a once in a lifetime ~

chance, and T had to ke it.”

MODEST MEN, from page 10
“Tim Boruff has played unbelievably,” Johnny O’Mara,

sophomore, business marketing, said. “He’s kepr us in a
couple of games.”

Boruff, who's started all but one game this season, credits
the endire defense.

“The backs are organized,” Boruff said. “We're eliminar-
ing the shots on goal.”

In the Great Lakes Valley Conference, UM-St. Louis sits
in eighth place out of 15 teams, bunched in a group that’s
vying for third and fourth place. But only eight teams will
qualify for the GLVC Postseason Championship Tourna-
ment. The Tritons hope they can maintain their position
and make their first postseason appearance since 2006.

“The teams played great so far,” Bom{f said. “We've
come out strong every game.”

O'Mara added, “I feel confident that we will get into the
conference tournament.” .

How about we, as part of the community they represent
on the soccer field, start making some noise for them?

SOCCER, from page 10

“I feel more comfortable this year. My speed is good and
I did excellent training in the summer,” Farrow said when
asked about her success this season.

Farrow was prepared to start off the season in top physi-
cal form and her hard work and off-season conditioning
was rewarded with promising results on the field.

Farrow is optimistic abour the team making a run for
the playoffs.

“I think we found our point where we will wrn it
around,” she said.

Farrow is second on the team in scoring with three
goals, and trails only Anne Nesbit, senior, criminal justice,
who leads the team with four. Nesbit also plays forward
and believes that this team can compere.

““If we continue to play like we have recently, we have a
major chance to make the GLVC playoffs,” Nesbit said, “If
we don't pick it up now, we don't have a chance. We can’t
put it off any longer or else we won't make it.”

* The Tritons will host two home games ‘against cross-
town rivals at Don Dallas Field this week.

On Wednesday, UM-St. Louis will take on Washington
University in a non-conference clash at 7:30 p.m. Then
on Friday, the Tritons will host Maryville University in a
GLVC tussle at 5 p.m.
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Women's golf team sets records, mens team fights winds

» MARK WEBBER
Staff Writer

Last weekend was both
exciting and interesting for
Tritons Golf, as the women’s
golf team earned a fourth-
place finish at the University
of Missouri — St. Louis Mid-

west Shoorout in Waterloo,

I1L.

The golf team
fought strong winds ac the
NCAA Division II Preview
in Indiana to finish in 15th
place. ) '

The women’s team had a
record-breaking tournament.

The team shot 311 on the
first day and 316 the second
day. ;

men’s

The two-day total stood at |

627.

According to Coach James
Earlé, both the day-one score
and tournament total were
team records.

“The  ream  played
fanuasticly],” Coach Earle
said. A

“We are very close to beat-
ing the teams that are in the
top 10 in ‘the nation. This
team is really starting to un-
derstand just how good they
e

The performance of the
team was led by Clara Vila,
junior, who posted a 147 and

earned an individual second-

place finish.

“Clara Vila was an excel-
lent player last year, but this
year she is playing at a whole
new level of excellence,”
Coach Earle said.

. “Clara _started off with
three straight birdies and

did not waiver the entire _
- round. Most players that

start that hor get too excited
and are unable to finish un-
der par.” - :
Not Vila, wha finished

the event ahead of the de-
fending NCAA champion.

“She is hitting the ball
as solid[ly] as anyone in the
country right now,” Coach
Earle said.

“Not to mention her short

game is the best I have ever

seen. Clara has no doubr
made it clear that she is a
contender for any tourna-
ment she tees it up in.”

Vila, of course, did not do
it all herself. The rest of the

team played very well.

Coach  Eare believes
Amie Koerner, senior, got
back on track with a strong
tournament and looks to
be rounding into the form
that earned her a NCAA
Regional Selection last year.

“Amie is our senior leader
and the pulse of the team,”
Coach Earle said. .

“Once she starts firing on
all cylinders watch out!”

Shweta Galande, fresh-
man, has also played unbe-
lievably well all semester.

Coach FEarle could not
help but single her out.

“Her swing is a thing of
beauty, and for a freshman
she has control of her game
and course management that
most seniors would envy,”
Coach Earle said.

“I could not be more
happy or excited that she has
joined the team this year.”

As for the mens tourna-
ment experience last week,
the Tritons were challenged
with tough opponents at the
NCAA Division II Preview.

The Tritons fired a first
round score of 337 and shot
a score of 327 to cap off the
rournament.

Their 15%-place finish had

to be earned as they fought

through high winds that ac-
tually shortened the tourna-
ment from 54 holes to 36.
Ryan Penfield, junior, tied
for 32nd place with a 159 to
lead the Tritons individually,
while Tim Cochran, junior,
followed close behind with a
160 to tie for 38th place.

Next up for the men’s*
team is the Illinois-Spring-
field Invitational on October
4 and 5.

Coach Troy Halterman,
whose position as head coach
was just recently announced,
was not reached for com-
ment. ' )

The women’s golf team
will be participating in the
UM - St. Louis Triton Tnvi-
tational on Ocrober 5 and 6.

“Next week’s event is go-
ing to be crazy,” Coach Earle:
said.

“We have 21 teams com-
peting and the field is un-
believably strong. The top
teams in Division II, III and
NAIA will all be at Gateway

‘National. We are looking for-

ward to the challenge.”

-

Please recycle The

- — -

_,
‘ he Current when you're all
jone pumiag.itin dirt and leaves!
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PARADE PHOTOS BY JENNIFER MEAHAN / THE CURRENT

A The Homecoming Parade makes its way through the parking
lot near the MSC lakes on Thursday.

<« Thursday's rainy weather did not stop the Homecoming Pa-
rade from going on near the MSC in the parking lot. Beads were
thrown as well as candy to people who attended.

-

W Sarah Brady, staff member for Volunteer-Services, gets in the
spirit at the Homecoming Parade near the MSC lakes on Thursday.

~ dance begarn. The movement of the mass of bodies in the mid;

By Anpy PHipps ® StarF WRITER

On Thursday, the idea that there would be a parade did not sef™ Very
likely. It had been pouring rain and aside from the slips of paperfthat lay
on tables in the Millennium Student Center, there was little evigf©nce t©
support that it might.

An hour later, about 200 students watched as university vehigfes }.)ull-
ing a few floats followed by pick-up trucks and sport uility, veh1clcs_
decorated with balloons and poster-board signs passed by. Everf2 Pepsi
delivery truck made its way into small circuit.

“Just imagine what Mizzou'’s is like,” Brittany Knox, sophomf®¢: un-
declared, said.

The judges rook their time inspecting each vehicle. The resft't Was 2
backlog in traffic that left floats stranded in front of clusters of gtudents.
With nothing better to do, the floats mercilessly pelred theird* dience
with fists full of candy and beads. -

As one student was hit, Chris Carr, PKA candidate for king; ¢ cked a
smile. “That’s funny,” he exclaimed as the truck hauling him chrg" igh che
parade lurched forward, almost causing him to topple over in L bed on
top of his fraternity brochers.

Bethany Stafford, candidate for queen, said that running ha
personally taxing experience. )

“It’s been fun, it’s been a lot more work than [ au\.ti-::ipatv.:"t""-IE I'm
excited abour it,” Stafford said.

The 2009 Triton Times Homecoming celebration was a | '3‘:1_( of
events designed to bring the community of University of Migour i-St.
Louis students together through athledic events, service project and, of
course, a dinner and dance at the Hyate-Regency downrown. |

“Tickert sales for the dinner and dance were nor as great as ¢ SGA
had hoped. According to Greg Meyer, SGA vice president, the [5° al had
been to sell 1,250 tickets, though as of the night before just und®" 1,000
had sold. |

“We're not sure if it’s our marketing or if it is just the trendfthat we
have seen this past year or so at the school,” Meyer said. )

SGA had given this their all, beginnirig preparations for thigveck of
events at the beginning of the summer. “We're having good hdPeS that
everybody has a lot of fun,” Meyer said. “People don'e realize hd® much
rime and effort goes into this.” :

After dinner and a brief speech by UM-St. Louis Chancellog [nomas
George, awatds were presented. Delta Zeta shut out the Cachofic New-
man Center and won the title of spirited student organizaciof* % the
UM-St. Louis campus with 392 spirit points. They received a low‘up
honor when their own Jane Harold was crowned 2009 homfo™Mng
queen. Chris Carr, PTK candidate, was crowned king. ’

“It feels great [ro win,] I love it, it’s totally worth it and I woP
again in a heartbeat,” said Carr. “With the fraternity, we hav il
guy do it in a long time, so it was finally good for it to be back " Pike,
he said as one of his fraternity brochers swiped the crown from1 is head
and marched off to the bathroom. , .

Following the presentation of the homecoming court, a Massive

crowd formed in the middle of the Hyart’s grand ballroom f‘“df t:&
of the

erting’

H been a

room, bouncing to such former top-40 hits as Will Smith’s
Jiggy With it” dnd Destiny Child’s “Jumpin’ Jumpin',”.caused F‘c _ﬂoor
to shake wildly beneath those who were unfortunare enough u’ still be
sitting, | _
After the honors were handed out, the dinners consumcd-i'_md the
pictures taken, the attendecs began thinning out. UM-St. Louis* home-

coming came to a close, |
“We're just glad thar everybody came out,” said Meyer the f*t day,

A UMSL Stude
year's Homecomi

»  Chris Carr, s
as king and quee



A UMSL Students danced the night away after the announcement of the 2009 king and queen. This
year's Homecoming Dance took place at the Hyatt Riverfront Hotel, October 4.

P Chris Carr, senior, business admistration and Jane Herold, junior, nursing, took there first dance
as king and queen on Saturday. This years homecoming dance took place at the Hyatt hotel.

Volleyball Tailgate

Faculty, Staff, Alumni and Student Kickball
Game

Karaoke Contest

Blocod Drive & Chili Dinner

Greeks & Romans Football Game
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DANCE PHOTOS BY MICHELLE KAUFMAN / THE CURRENT
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» SEQUITA BEAN
Asst. Features Editor

Professional poet, author
and adjunct lecturer Col-
leen McKee teaches for both
the English Department and
the Institute of Women and
Gender Studies. .

Her first book, My Hot
Little Tomato, was published
in 2007.

The Current: What in-
spired you to ger involved
co-editing Are We Feeling
Better Yet? Womens En-

counters with Health Care.

in America?

Colleen McKee: It was my
co-editor’s idea. She origi-
nally wanted it to be about
everything [regarding] wom-
en and health care. Together
we narrowed it down to be
about the patients point
of view. I had already done
some writing on women in
healthcare for [the] website
chronicbabe.com which is
for [women] with chronic
illnesses, and Bellevue Liter-
ary review which is all about
healthcare, so I had already
been working with these is-
sues.

TC: Why do you think
students should study wom-
en and gender studies?

CM: I think it helps
women make connections
to their own lives more. It
helps us think about femi-
ninity and masculinity and
what it means instead of just
assuming that things that are
considered feminine or mas-
culine in your littde world

COURTESY OF COLLEEN MCKEE

are going to mean the same
thing all over the world. It
makes you challenge assump-
tions about your world and
become more empathic to
other people. We really have
more of an international fo-
cus in women and gender
studies which I don't think
people realize.

TC: You'’re a poet who
has been published several
times, including in your
book, My Hot Little To-
mato. What inspires your
poetry?

CM: Anything could in-
spire poetry. My Hot Little
Tomato is all about foed and
the erotic. I've written po-
ems about friends, humor-
ous poems, serious poems.
formal poems like sonnets
... but mostly informal stuff.
I feel like poetry should be
like a pleasant and accessible
conversation berween two
people. It shouldn't feel like
something high and mighty
and indecipherable, just two
people communicating in an
intimate vzra}r.

1C: What made you
choose UM-St. Louis to
teach?

CM: I got my M.EA in
creative writing [at UM-St.
Louis] and I was actually ac-
cepted at schools that were
more famous. I decided I
liked this place because I
liked the writers better than
the other schools with fan-
cier repurations. [ felt like the
writers here had the kind of
style that is down-to-earth
with a sense of humor while

being thoughtful. That is
what drew me to this English
department. When I started

+ going to school here I hadn't

decided to be a teacher, really.
I got a job tutoring here and
I really loved working with
students, so I did my gradu-
ate assistantship here teach-
ing and I stuck around. I've
been working for the English
department since 2002.

TC: You teach a variety
of subjects such as poetry,
English literature, writing,
and women and gender
studies. Which is your fa-
vorite to teach? - -

CM: It's hard to say! It
kind of depends on the stu-
dents you get. [In] some
classes you really ger a group
dynamic going on in which
the students are getting along
and working together. Those
are the best classes. I don’t
want to play any favorites,
but I will say I'm’ enjoying my
international students this se-
mester.

TC: What do you hope
your students take away
from your classes?

CM: I hope that they be-

come more comfortable with
English, whether it’s learn-
ing it as a second language
or getting more comfortable
with literature. 1 hope they
feel like it’s something that
belongs to them and that it’s
not just a subject they have to
get through. I hope they feel
it's something they can enjoy
and make them want to write
themselves.

e s b el

» ANNA MARIE CURRAN
News Editor

Ratemyprofessors.com
is self-proclaimed as “the
interhet’s largest listing of
collegiate professor ratings.”
The website, creared in
1999, is a forum where stu-
dents are able to give their
professor a “rating.” Since
its creation, the website has
received over 10 million
comments by students and
professors. The website has
also received more than 6.8
million  student-generated
ratings of over 1 million
professors.

On the site, a visitor has
the option to search for a
specific professor by name
or to search by university.
The website spans over 6000
universities in the Unired
States, Canada, England,
Scotland, and Wales. Ir al-
lows students to check out
a particular professor before
committing to a semester in
their class.

-University of Missouri=

St. Louis is included on the
site and has received ratings
for 624 professors, as well as
the option for students to
add a professor that is not

_listed. Each professor has a

“scorecard” that displays the

" ratings students have given.

The scorecard displays the

- professor’s average clarity,

easiness, helpfulness, overall
quality, and for fun, their

hotness toral. Students can

SCREENSHOT OF WWW.RATE

elaborate on their ratings by
posting comments.

Professors also’ have the
option of adding their re-
plies to the comments that
students enter.

Honors College professor
Dan Gerth said that he was
unaware students even used
the site anymore. Gerth said
he didn't think that was
where people looked for
information anymore, but
that they used Facebook and
MySpace instead.

Gerth received a 4.4 out
of 5 rating on Ratemypro-
fessors.com.

UM-St. "Louis student
Meredith  Kline, junior,
early childhood education,
said that she finds the web-
site very helpful and uses it
to help select her teachers
every semester. However,
Kline said that she only
finds the ratings credible if
there is commentary on the
professor, in addition to the
ratings. -

“I think it is only help-
ful if there is a legitimate
amount of commentary on
a teacher,” Kline said. “Oth-
erwise you are basing your
decision off of what only a
couple people think of that
professor.”

Stephanie  Thompson,
senior, international busi-
ness and marketing, said
she has never used Ratemy-
professors.com but that she
knows numerous classmates
who have selected their pro-

T T

MYPROFESSOR.COM

fessor from the ratings and
comments on the websire.
Thompson said it “sounds
like a useful site” and that
she will “probably use it in

- the furure”.

Robert Winningham, se-
nior, anthropology, said that

‘the website was a “great con-

cept” bur that it could also
be easily abused. Although.
the website was created with
students in mind, it would
be very easy for people whe

_ have not taken a professor’s

class to change the profes-
sor's rating, Winningham
said. For example, the pro-
fessors could pretend to be
students and rate them-
selves. :

“T [think] thar people
get insecure and attempr to
change things abour them-

“selves,”. Winningham said.

Howevgr, Winningham said
that he did feel that Rate-
myprofessors.com attempts
to “balance the equation”
for students and teachers.
It often feels like “academia
has [forgotten] who the cli-
ent was, or who was paying
for the education,” Win-
ningham said.

“The students, like all cli-
ents should be getting what
they pay for,” Winningham
said, “and many times, pro-
fessors forget the service
they have promised.”

Students and professors
alike can check out the rat-
ings at htep://www.ratemy-
professors.com.

L]
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Campus queer-straight relations flourish under PRIZM

» BRYAN CRAYCRAFT
Staff Writer

PRIZM, a student group
at the University of Missouri
— St. Louis, has a tiny office
inside Student Life head-
quarters at the Millennium
Student Center.

“The office is a colorful
place where the group has

hung several rainbow flags -

representing various elements
of the gay, lesbian, biséxual
and transgender community.
A few members of PRIZM’s
executive board  gathered
there recently to discuss the
group and its activities.
PRIZM identifies itself as
a “queer-straight student al-
liance.” Some people might
wonder why they use ‘the
word “queer,” which has long

been a derogatory term for

GLBT people.

Jonathan Kirner, senior,
psychology and criminology,
is the president of PRIZM.
He thinks that the word
“queer” is inclusive, and sim-
plifies things, seeing thar the
alphabet soup has in some
places grown into GLBT-
TQQI (gay, lesbian, bisexu-
al, transgender, transsexual,
queer, questioning and inter-
sex).

“If we were the gay-straight
alliance, then that kind of
takes our bisexuals and trans-
genders and anything of the
rest of the alphabet that ends
up being attached,” Kirner
said, “bur queer is an all-én-
compassing word.”

Adie Bennett, senior,
liberal studies, represents
PRIZM in the Student Gov-

ernment Association. She is

definitely onboard with the
group’ identity.

“When I first started here,
I actually didn’t join PRIZM
because all I saw was GLBT

[when] 1 heard “more
about ‘queer-straight alli-
ance,’ I felr like it was more
accepting,” Bennert said.

Part of the group’s mission
is to gaine GLBT equality.
Bennet told astory indicating
that members of the group
still face challenges on cam-
pus because of their sexual
orientation,

“On Friday, I was in a qui-
et study lounge and I found
[some] Chick tracts, the
Christian propaganda publi-
cations that are usually very
negative, and I found two
about homosexuality,” Ben-
net said.

“The first one was compar-

ing [the GLBT community]
to Nazis.”

Chick tracts are a sort of
comic book, and Bennet re-
lated how the one she found
presented an illustrated story
about gays at a pride parade
committing  hate  crimes
against a person who was
preaching Christian values.

“So, yeah, 1 would defi-
nitely say there are scill GLBT
issues on campus. We're the
forgotten problem, 1 would
say.”

However, PRIZM is nor
looking for .trouble with or-
ganized religion. Kathleen
Butterly Nigro, Assistant
Teaching Professor, has been
PRIZM’s faculty advisor for
six years—she is also Assis-
tant Director art the Institute
for Womens and Gender
Studies. Nigro wants to avoid

stereotypes on all sides of
GLBT issues.

“I think ifs important to
say thart there [are] a lot of
religious people who are not
discriminatory. 1 think that
homophobia crosses bound-
aries,” Nigro said.

Fighting
tion is not the only thing
on PRIZM’s dance card.
The group sponsors numer-
ous activities, one of which
is their sixth annual Drag
Show, coming up on Oct.
8 at 7 p.m. in the Century
Rooms of the MSC. PRIZM
encourages all students to at-
tend, but the event does carry
a “mature content” warning.

Jusrin  Riddler, graduate
student, higher education
and administration, is in
charge of community liaison
for PRIZM. He spoke of the

discrimina-

objectives for the group’s ac-
tivities.
“We're here more than just
a student organizartion that
does activities on campus,”
Riddler said.
“We do

events, we do events that

educarional

make you look at life and
think a licde bir differendy.”

Knowing that a drag show
may be unsertling to some,
Riddler nonetheless wants
PRIZM to be a positive in- -
fluence on the campus com-
MmuAity.

“It’s a culture shock for
some people when they come
and attend that drag show.

Is our responsibility as a
student organization to help
that culture shock be less
traumatizing and more of an
inspirational learning experi-
ence.”

1) “Hey Zach, how many jour-

nalists does it take to clean
up trash around campus?”

“Gee, Claire, | dunno-how
many?”

| “Ten. One to pick up and nine
to say how the BBC does it
better.”

2) “Hey Zach, how many jour-
nalists does it take to clean
up trash around campus?”

“Gee, Claire, | dunno-how
many?"

“Ten. One to pick up and nine
| to think of a headline for it.”

S 3) “Hey Zach, how many jour-
i nalists does it take to clean
| up trash around campus?”

“Gee, Claire, | dunno—how
many?"

“Ten. One to pick up and nine

to say that journalism is dying

and everything's going online
= anyways!”
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Chinese Opera Sampler

SOFI SECK/ THE CURRENT

The Center for International Studies presented a " Chinese Opera Sampler” Last Saturday at the Touhill Performing Arts Center. It
was a show of dance, song and music selected from the historic repertoire of Chinese Opera performed by masters of the operatic

arts.

» CHRIS STEWART
Asst. Desgin Editor

The Lee Theater of the
Blanche M. Touhill Perform-
ing Arts Center is reserved
for more intimare shows. Be-
ing smaller and more focused
than the other theaters, it of-
fers incomparable proximity
and warmth.

This was
the venue for last Saturday
night’s Chinese Opera Sam-
pler, the opener in this years
lineup offered by University
of Missouri-St. Louis’s Center
for International Studies’ In-
ternational Performing Arts
series. . o

The word “sampler” has a
connotation less elegant than
the performance itself, bur it
was certainly an accurate de-
scription as the show offered
eight pieces.

- These eight performances
ranged from fute to violin to
dance performances, most of

auditorium

which were solo. The largest
woupe was a three-member
dance set. The Chinese Opera
Sampler, like opera itself, was
much more concerned with
potently focused close-range
performance than complex
logistics.

The evening made excel-
lent use of this up-close de-
sign as the audience was in-
vited into the performances
by a host who introduced
each performer and perfor-
mance. These introductions

“were brief. Many perfor-

mances were narrative in na-
ture, though none contained
vocals or speech, and this nar-
rative aspect was outlined by
the host.

The narrative nature was
particularly  well demon-
strated in one of the finest

* performances of the evening;

award-winning dancer Xin
Song’s performance of “Re-
turn to the Blue Sky,” which,
as the host explained, visually

tells the story of a wounded
eagle trying to regain flight.
The dance avoided possible
mawkish aspects of such a
story by using simplicity. -
The costume was not over-
the-top. white, was vaguely
feathered, and had small fab-
ric drapes hanging from the
arms to represent wings. The
movements understood rthat
such a performance should
emphasize man and bird,.or
even-man as bird, rather than

just trying to create the illu-

sion of a bird.

_Another stand-out piece
was Hongxin Cai’s Chinese
flute performance of the
“Herdsmen’s New Song.” The
Chinese flute differs in sound
from a traditonal western
flute and has tremolo flour-
ishes that give it a near-Gaelic
sound: Cai’s performance was
a virtuoso act among virtuoso
acts and managed to stand
out through means of inten-
sity, consistency and sheer

ability. The dynamic shifts
in tempo never seemed gim-
micky as Cai masterfully kept
up with the riumphantly bu-
colic melody.

Most pieces were pasto-
ral in nature—thousands of
years old and either from or
composed based on tradi-
tional Chinese and Mongo-
lian village songs.

One dance derailed the
wildly shifting’ emotions of a
thrilled but nostalgic bride-
to-be, the host said, before
allowing the dance to speak

“for itself,

Another,; the opening
piece, was by a famous blind
composer from a small vil-
lage and described the moon’s
reflection on a small spring.
“The various stories of people,
earth and animals created

an all together transporting |

evening that reminded how
universal some themes, and
the art used to express them,
truly are.

- stringed,

.Humanities’

Monday Noon Series
showcases dulcimer

» ANDREW SEAL

Opinions Editor

Last week, Bryson Ge-
rard lugged an odd woodeén
trapezoid into a room on
the second floor of the ].C.
Penney building. Once he
got it there, he set it up on
a stand and proceeded to
strike it with a pair of what
looked like slotted spoons.

The “odd wooden trap-
ezoid” was not a block
of wood. In fact, it made
beautiful music. It is a
percussive  in-
strument called the ham-
mered dulcimer. Gerard is
a local musician who can
play many different instru-
ments, including African
and Mid East drums and
‘the Greek bouzouki. Many
afternoons, Gerard can be
found playing in the Del-
mar Loop.

“I think there’s a unique
resonance in the way it vi-
brates and the way it affects
the human brain,” Gerard
said. “I don't think it’s like
anything else.”

“The Hammered Dul-
cimer Revealed,” Gerard’s
performance and history
lesson, was provided cour-
tesy of the Center for the
© “Monday
Noon Series.” The presenta-
tion took place Sepr. 28 at
12:15 p.m. in 222 ].C. Pen-
ney Conference Center.

A close relative. of the
harp, the hammered dulci-
mer is played with a pair of
wooden mallets called ham-
mers, hence the name of the
instrument.

It is played by strik-
ing the mallets against the
strings. Mallets are usually
double-sided, Gerard ex-

plained, with one side being’

bare and the other coated
in piano felt or some other
kind of dampening material

to achieve 4 muted sound
upon striking.

During the hour-long
session, Gerard - discussed
the history of the ham-
mered dulcimer. He said
that different types of dul-
cimers have existed all over
the world, from the Mexi-
can salterio to the Persian
santur,

“Even if someone has
never secen one, Of never
heard one in their life,
there’s something in them
thar tells them ‘this is what
youre from—this is [sic]
what it is to be human,”
Gerard said. “It’s such a
heavenly-sounding instru-
ment, and it produces such
heavenly tones.”

In between explaining
the history and -different
uses of the hammered dul-
cimer around the world,
Gerard played songs, both
of his own original compos-
ing and those composed by
others. ¢
The Monday Noon Se-
ries is a “free cultural series
[that] presents interdisci-
plinary lectures and perfor-
mances by artists, dancers,
musicians, historians, fic-
tion writers, social and po-
litical analysts, and cultural
leaders,” the Center for Hu-
manities” website at herp://
umslce.org/index.php/
monday-noon-series says.

The events are free and
open to the public. No
advance registration is re-
quired and light refresh-
ments are served.

Upcoming ~ Monday "
Noon Series.talks are listed
on the website. The next
Monday Noon Series will
be on “Women, Depres-
sion, and Creative Writing.”

It takes place today, Oct.
5,at 12:15 p.m. in 222 J.C.
Penney Conference Center.
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The Inventlon
Ricky Gervais®Jennifer,Garn '
WarnerBrothiersiPG:-13

In a world where only the
truch is told, what would you
do if you were the only liar?
If you are Ricky Gervais, you
make yourself insanely rich
and then become the messi-
ah. If you are watching “The
Invention of Lying,” you just
groan.

The latest comedy from
the genius Gervais, known for
his creation of “The Office,”
falls a little flat. The conceprt
seems simple enough: it is
the story of a liar in a world
where humanity never ac-
quired the ability to lie.

Unfortunately, the con-
cepr is poorly executed.
Instead of a world of truth-
talkers, the world of “Lying”
comes off as more a planet
of Tourerte’s sufferers, more
apt to inform you that “You
smell, and I hate you,” than
they are to tell the rtruth.
Sure, maybe you do smell
and they do hate you, but
it is never stated or implied
that the human race never
acquired the ability to keep
their traps shut.

Mark Bellison (Gervais) is
your “average Joe” and works
as a script writer. Because fic-
tion is essentially creative ly-
ing, movies as we know them
do not exist. Instead, they are
glorified books-on-video, the

books in question being his-

tory cextbooks

It also appears that many
of the major events from
the latter parts of the 20th
century never occurred. For
example, none of the World
Wars occurred, which begs
the question: If none of the
latter wars occurred, how
did the earlier ones that are
mentioned in the film? It is a
major plot hole that is never
explained.

Gervais does a rerrible job
of portraying Bellison early
in the film. His character re-
ceives blow after verbal blow
from his co-workers, who all
hate him—and Gervais por-
trays Bellison as actually car-
ing. In a world where lying
does not exist and the truth is
told all the time, one would
think that you would be used
to disparaging comments.

After being fired from his
job, Bellison suddenly gains
the ability to lie. He initially
uses it to his advantage, for
example by paying his rent
and ralking women into
sleeping with him. After his
aging and infirmed mother
takes a turn for the worse,
however, he uses his “pow-
er” of lying to tell her about
heaven, a concept he makes
up on the spot.

From there, the plot be-
gins to spiral downhill. The

majority of the film revolves
around Bellison trying rto
make his longtime crush
Anna McDoogles (Jennifer
Garner) fall in love with him
and see past his short, pudgy
exterior and his pug nose, as
well as trying to deal with be-
coming essentially the creator
of the world’s first religion.

There are a number of hi-
larious cameos in the film,
including ones from Jason
Bateman, John Hodgman,
Tina Fey, Jonah Hill, and
Phillip Seymour Hoffman,
among others. It is truly a
prodigious cast that Gervais
has assembled for this flick. It
is a shame that none of them
can save it from irself.-

This is all not to say that
“Lying” is a bad film. It is not.
It has its good moments, and
the dialog is not all rerrible.
Certain parts are laugh-ourt-
loud funny. Unfortunately,
all of these parts were nearer
to the end of the film than
the beginning,

If nothing else, watch
“The Invention of Lying”
to see the sheer amount of
star power that Gervais has
brought to bear. It is a treat
0 see SO many great actors
working together. It is just a
shame that none of them can
make this movie any funnier.
C —Andrew Seal

Capitalism:
A Love Story
Michael Moore

Overture Films, R

n “Capiralism: A Love
Story,” Michael Moore takes
on the economic meltdown,
Wall Street  bailouts and
even laissez-faire, free-mar-
ket-style modern capitalism.
Itis also one of Moore’s fun-
niest films. _ -

This film says wﬁa:‘clcarly
needs to be said, but which
has faded since last fall’s out-
rage over the bailouts: The
current economic system is
not working for the major-
ity of American citizens.

Love him or hate him,
Moore makes films that get
people ralking. He did it
with “Sicko” on the Ameri-
can healtheare system. Doc-
umentary filmmakers with
a more serious approach
are often relegated to a few
theaters, like with the lictle-
seen documentary “Maxxed
Out,” which predicted the
sub-prime mortgage debacle

a year before it happened.
Moore’s  bold, humorous
style has earned him wide
film distribution and a
broader audience. While
those who hate Moore may
not go see his hard-hitting,
funny films, plenty of other
people will.

“Capitalism: A Love Sto-
ry” is powerful stuff. It has

Moore’s usual mix of humor  de
and makc—your—b]oqd—bpil u
: fauts Economic ch

was not always so. In the
‘60s, one 40-hour-a-week
salary supported an entire
family, including money for
vacations, school, healthcare
and more. We had broad
middle-class prosperity and
the American Dream. The
richest paid income taxes up
to 90 percent, yet continued
1o be rich, and former Presi-

this country since the wide- erstate |

spread prosperity of the *50s
and ‘60s are presented in
colorful graphs and anima-
tions. Moore narrates with
dry humor and with his
signature stunts, a style he
has been perfecting since
“Roger and Me,” his first
film about General Motors
and his hometown of Flint,

In a way, this film builds
on his first film, but takes a
far larger scope. Now a great
economic gap exists between
the rich and everyone else,
but Moore reminds us that

Moore docs not du'ectly
mention Keynesian eco-
nomics, the style of capiral-
ism that manages the econ-
omy to benefit the middle
class rather than the rich,
but he does correctly nail the
moment things changed: the
election of Ronald Reagan.

Under  Reagan, we
switched to an economic
system dominated by Wall
Streer that favored the rich
over the middle-income
people.

See CAPITALISM, page 21

Also in Theaters
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Franti and Spearhead still preaching to the choir, choir still loving it

Michael Franti has nort
worn shoes, except in legally
required situations like air-
line fights, in nine years.
Considering the amount of
social justice, humanitarian,
and peace issues that Franti
is involved with, one might
assume that his barefoor sta-
tus represents a cause. lurns
out, Franti just enjoys it.

The same balance is found
in his music: a blend of reg-
gae, funk, rock, pop, and
what your music textbook
might refer to as “world mu-
sic.”

Opening for Franti and
his group Spearhead was
Trevor Hall, a young Cali-

fornia-based singer also rid-
ing the acoustic/reggae/pop
wave. Hall played with just
a drummer and a bassist,
creating a simple entry por-
tal for the audience into the
night’s offerings. Youthful
and improbably appealing,
Hall sang joyful songs about
falling in love and breaking
the bonds of difference in
the world.

Many songs by Franti
and Trevor Hall deal with
humanitarian issues. In fact,
considering how unend-
ingly upbear the music and
atmosphcr& of the night was,
there were more references
to war than in a drunken

conversation berween Julius
Caesar and Michael Moore.

Franti and Spearhead are
a licde more world-weary,
having been around long
enough to write songs that
look back at bittersweer
street scenes of past gen-
erations. But no martter how
much he’s seen, Franti never
sees things as too bleak ro be
reached by music, love and
family.

“Music is bigger than
black or white, gay or
straight, Christian, Muslim,
or Jew.” Frant, taking the
stage after Hall finished,
said.

The music was rhythm-

‘around

heavy, with hand drums as
well as a set, and keyboards
riding the off-beat. Frand
talks, sings, and raps, mov-
ing from one to the other
seamlessly throughout his
songs.

The overall atmosphere
of the evening bordered on
religious, with constant ref-
erences to the divine ability
of music, nature and love.
Hall leaped out to crowd
surf at the end of his perfor-
mance. Audience members
were told to put their arms
their  neighbors,
to share love, and to hold
hands. Young children in the

crowd were brought on stage

(yes, there were at least eight
kids, eight more than I have
ever seen at a Pageant show
before).

“We have a song in the top
40 now for the first time!”
Franti said, towards the end
of the show, referring to “Say
Hey (I Love You)” which has
indeed charted well.

“We've never had a song
in the top 40,000 before,”
he said.

Afterward, a fellow au-
dience member confided
that she thought this was
because Michael Franti and
Spearhead’s current hit “isn’t
about anything except love.”
A —Chris Stewart

This Is Energy’s EP falls very, very short

This is Energy is a band made
up of Adam Gardner (vocals and
guitar), Britton Campbell (drums),
Charlie Springhart (bass guitar),
and Dave Beezy (guitar). The band
is originally from St. Louis, and say
on their MySpace page that they
were influenced by Sting and have “a
unique sound that fuses the modern
styling of Third Eye Blind and Dash-
board Confessional.”

This is Energy has played on nu-
merous nationwide tours, such as
Warped Tours '05 and '04, as well as
multiple shows around the St. Louis
region.

The first song on their ER, “Forev-
ermore,” is, in a word, generic. The
bland lyrics of the song are uncre-

ative (“I'm ready to stand/I'm ready
to fall/I'm ready to risk it all”) and
repetitive. The last minure and a half
of the song sounds like someone put
the song on loop and, unfortunately,
forgor to take it off. Medio-
cre lyrics combine with me-
diocre instrumentation to
create a less than mediocre
effect.

The next song, “Run-
ning Back To You,” is, sadly,
more of the same old, same
old, but many people will
never hear the second song because
they will most likely rip the album
our of the stereo before the end of the
first. Truth be rtold, the second song
does not have a lot to offer, unless a

This is Energy
“How It Begins..."

person is into so-bad-it’s-painful lyr-
ics and dire instrumentation.

By the third and last song, “Come-
back,” it begins to become a legiti-
mate question to ask if the band rook
- one song and switched out
a few words to call it three
separate  songs. “Come-
back” carries on with the
pattern sec forth in the first
couple songs: whining on
like a lovesick teenager and
over-dramatizing  every-
thing, .

Overall, this EP is not recom-
mended. Obviously, every band has
appeal to someone, but few people
would listen to more than 30 seconds
of these sugary, sticky lyrics and sus-

Hey You!

tenance-lacking songs. This is Energy
may fare berter if they write abour
something real, with passion, instead
of trying to squeeze out another ver-
sion of the generic, uncreative, bor-
ing song that has been heard a mil-
lion times. When someone listens
to a new album, it should not feel
like something he or she has heard a
thousand times before. It should be
something new and exciting, a goal
that This is Energy did not reach, at
least with this EP.

To be fair, it is obvious from the
EP that the band members are all
talented, and may gain popularity
with a younger demographic: again,
lovesick teenagers. F —Anna Marie
Curran

Wanna be this happy?

Join us at The Corrent!

We need a Features Editor,

and Assistants for the A&E,
Features, & THBS sections!

Send your cover letter and resume to
thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu

iTUNES TOP 20
DOWNLOADED
SONGS

3

01 Party in the
USA
Party in the U.S.A.
Miley Cyrus

02 Whatcha Say

Whatcha Say [Single]
Jason Derulo

03 Fireflies
Ocean Eyes
Owl City

04 Down
Down [Single]
Jay Sean

05 | Gotta Feeling
The EN.D
The Black-Eyed Peas

06 Paparazzia
The Fame
Lady GaGa

07 Run This Town
Run This Town
lay Z

ba Somebody to Love
Somebody to Love
Glee Cast

09 Empire State of
Mind
The Blueprint
lay Z

10 Obsessed
Memoirs...
Mariah Carey

~ What's your favorite album?
letusknow: f -
 thecurrenttips@umsl eds
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‘0DST” refreshes Halo franchise

The “Halo” video game
franchise rurns eight vears old
this year, Over the past eight
vears, the expert storyrellers

at Bungie have been reveal-

ing the epic three-part sava of
humanitv’s bartl 1 |
agains the Covenan That
tale

i

Runisie i

L} 1 s > i

i more ooy thelore e

tablished jathe Halo novels
than the video games, ODST
is not a game for the casual
Halo Ban. The game brings
a ll{!i\{uul}‘ hll“l‘lll .'lﬁpk'k:i El'\
the Halo franchise: the focus
is not the cybernetically-en-
hanced. nigh-immortal Mas-
ter Chief but rather 2 human
protagonist, the Rookie.
ODST takes place be-
tween Halo 2 and 3. The Cov-
enant have found Earth and
dre atracking the city of New
Mombasa. The Rookie is an
Orbiral Drop Shock Trooper
assigned to 4 new unit. Dur-
ing a drop, a botched landing
causes the Rookie to black

out and become separared

from his ream.,

When the Rookic comes
to six hours larer, his squad
mates are gone, and he is
Covenant-oc-

alone in the

cupied citv. The game takes

On 4 noir ll,;'|1---.:\h(.'.

i the plaver to f
1 L |
(441 i u L ciry
it
e I Tug
"
H
T 1 ali
v |
Aue menred -~ Reality - Gaung
> . . e
| Love Bees.”. Buyngs i
included “somethine similar

in ODST. Called  “Sadie’s
Story. the wle untolds as the
player discavers different ag-
dio files across the dity. Each
node adds miore to the gitls
story. which takes place earli-
er, just as the city isbecoming
occupied. It is a side stoty to
the Rookies tale, but it aug-
ments it and helps- flesh out
events, making the narrative
more unique.

Indeed, the Rookie and his
ODST buddies are unique in
that they are human. In pre-
vious Halo titles, the cyborg
Master . Chief could shrug
off a grenade explosion and
keep going. Humans are a bic
more fragile, however, and

conmins “Firehght” a new

We exported our manu-
facturing base and changed
o a “service economy,”’

which, we belatedly learned,

fice work bur instead work-
ing at Wal-Mart.

There is plenty to be out-
raged abour, yet Moore con-
stantly gets us to laugh with
pointed verbal jabs and his
own average working-stiff
persona.

After suckering the tax-

out, Wall Screet set our to
give themselves big bonuses.

COURTESY OF BUNGIE

hghting the ape-like Brures
and massive Hunrers requires
sopte new pactics and, indeed
mukes fighting them refresh
g and fun L:.'-I[‘:',; the fact

eI | L o
15 every map pa 1
bur there are thre v maps -
. o | =
45 \\.L‘?i.

Ihe companion disc- also
C(I-OpL‘l’J[i\r’&' ﬂiljlli'lll:l_\'('r
mode that involves a group
of players raking on various
waves of randomized enemies
and secing how long they can
last against the onslaught.

“Halo 3: ODST" is not
a Halo game as we know it
Bur with its radically differ-
ent ways of storytelling and a
darker, more vulnerable cast
of characters, it may just be
the best and most memorable
Halo game yet. A+ —Andrew
Seal :

did not mean well-paid of- ~

payers into bailing them,
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CAPITALISM, from page 19

Moore goes to those compa-
nies with an armored truck
and money bags to ask them
to give the money back. In
another stunt, he wraps the
New York Stock Exchange
in yellow crime-scene tape.
Moore also calls out those
who artack public works, re-
vealing them for what they
are: anti-democratic. He
oudines the effects of de-

cades of greed and deregu-

lation, and exposes a secret
corporate memo to establish
our country as a plutocracy,
a society ruled by a privi-

leged class of wealth. Typi-

“cally, Moore uses personal

stories to illustrate points,
including a visit with his
own father to the site of his
old factory, now a rubble-
strewn lot.

Ultimately, people will
like or dislike this film based
on how much they like
Moore’s typical style. But
Moore is right on the mark
for a lot of “Capitalism: A
Love Story,” and it should
be a wakeup call if we wish
to preserve our democracy.
A —Cate Marguis

thecurrenttips@umsl.edu

OVERTURE

INVITE YOU AND A FRIEND TO0
AN ADVANGE SCREENING OF

pait woescary. M
prometional partrey and
ez 20wt twe pass por persen. Thes fim iy rated B lor
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ILLUSTRATION BY ZACHARY JAHES KRAFT South America as a whole.

Chlcago plays second city to RIO

It seems as though more
people than usual were an-
ticipating this week’s decision
by the International Olympic
Committee as to which city
will be named venue of the
2016 Olympic games. Obvi-
ously they were not swayed

by the double whammy of

having President Obama and
Oprah coming to them to
stump for their home city of
Chicago. _

America’s second city re-
ceived the least amount of

" votes our of any of the four

cities in the first round of
voting.- That left the other
early front-runner Rio de Ja-
neiro to outlast the wild cards
Madrid and Tokyo. Chicago’s
embarrassing loss will be Rio’s
monumental gain and they
will have plenty of people to
share that gain with.

In seven years the world’s

" focus will be on Rio and

- It is important that a
South American country has
finally put together’a viable
package to get the games to
their continent. This leaves
Africa as the only continent
to not have been awarded the
Olympic games. And with
Libya often considered the
only “first world” country
there, they are, sadly, far from
achieving this goal anytime
soon.

Brazil, on the other hand,

is among the ten largest econ-

omies in the world right now
and the only one of those not
to have yet hosted an Olym-
pic evenr. Furthermore, they
are projected to be among the
top five economies by 2016.
So having the world spend
two weeks watching the best
this country has to offer will
do much to quiert the skeprics
that still refer to Brazil as a
developing country. Having

hosted the

Pan-American

Games in 2007 and with the
World Cup coming to them
in 2014 it is a prime time for
Rio to succeed on the world.
stage.

Crime is one of the issues
that comes up the most when
discussing why the games
were not awarded to Chi-
cago. Bur evidently the crime
rate was not of concern with
the IOC with Rio having no-

toriously high levels of crime.

It is also of concern thar a lot
of this crime is concentrared =

against rourists. One hopes
that Rio will use the oppor-
tunity of hosting the games
to implement more efficient
ways to prevent crime for the
long haul and not just for
the duration and the games
themselves.

Chicago itself might not
even be at fault for not land-
ing the games. The past few
years have seen a lot of turn-
over in the leadership in

the United States Olympic
Commirtee. Last year Larry
Probst, the chairman of the
video-game company Elec-
tronic Arts, was named as the
chairman of U.S.0.C.

Probst’s lack of experience
in the international world of
sports could have led other
countries’ Olympic commit-
tees to make up ground in
the voting process.

Chicago would have no
doubr been an amazing place
to host and watch the Olym-
pic games. Bur Rio will use
it more to springboard itself
into the realms of major in-
ternational cities such as New
York, London and Tokyo.
And with the massive world-
wide television audience that
comes with the games, Rio,
and Brazil in turn, will use
the opportunity to prove it-
self as the progressive world
player thdr it truly believes
itself o be. '

A call to service: lessons learned through 1nvoluntary volunteerlng

Friday morning, some of
us at The Current met in our
office at 7:45 am. to eat
bagels and pick up trash.
Although our office’ could
have used the fall clean-
ing, the reason we gathered
was actually to clean up the
University of Missouri-St.
Louis campus.

No, we did not do this
out of the goodness of our
hearts. Admittedly, it was
because our budger was
frozen and we needed two
hours of community ser-
vice to help it thaw. Nev-
ertheless, it got us thinking
abour the benefits of volun-
teering.

Thatr morning, not only
did we beautify our cam-
pus, we also added hours to
our day by getting up early,
we got more exercise walk-
ing than many of us prob-

ably had in weeks (which
started our metabolism
motors rumbling hours
ahead of schedule), and we
bonded over crushed soda
cans, soggy cigarette burts,
and even a crumpled old is-
sue of The Current. Surpris-
ingly, we actually had fun.

And isn’t that a'heart-
warming thought?

The mere act of picking
up trash for two hours can
acrually benefit more peo-
ple than just the passersby
who wrinkle their noses at
empty condom wrappers
on the sidewalk.

Imagine, then, what
community service could
offer to every single student
at UM-Sc.* Louis. Remem-
ber. way back when you
were in high school and
you probably had to put in

some community service as

a requirement before grad-
uating?

We would wager you ac-
tually got somerhing out of
that experience. Why not
implement the same gradu-
ation requirement at UM-
St. Louis?

If UM-St. Louis stu-
dents were required to vol-
unteer, they would not have

-to take the dirty jobs like

The Current did (although,
don’t knock it 'l you try
it because using that trash
picker apparatus is similar
to having a bionic arm).
Students could volunteer
somewhere that offers per-

-sonal fulfillment.

Love animals? Check ourt
http://www.supportdogs.
org for informartion on be-
coming a trained volunteer
to assist St. Louis cancer pa-
tients with help from your

dog. Have an autistic fam-
ily member or friend?

Autism Walk-St. Louis
desperately needs volun-
teers to help set up their
event this Sarurday morn-
ing (October 10).

Of course, just publish-
ing this opinion does not
mean UM-St. Louis is ac-
tually going to change its
graduation requirements.

But so what? Required
volunteer work is an oxy-
moron.

So instead of wartching

‘reruns of Americas Next

Top Model this weekend,
take a couple of hours to
volunteer.

Then once you ger home
and have acrually earned
the right to relax, don’ for-
get to tweer abour your ex-
perience so everyone knows
how awesome you are!

"

PHOTO BY JESSICA KEIL
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Disney/Marvel team up ownership

A few weeks 4go, the Wale
Disney Company announced
plans to purchase Marvel En-
terainment for around $4
billion. Both companies are
anxious to get started on a
string of new projects that
will shake the comic book
industry to the core. These
projects are only made pos-
sible by the combined might
of “The House of Ideas” and
“The House of Mouse.” Oh
no, the world is going to end.

The first sign is that Spi-
derman Loves Mary Jane, A
Tween Sitcom will be rak-
ing over Hannah Montanas
timeslot on the Disney
channel. The little kid from

to  bloody—the

ar Disney World and scare
the crap out of children,” he
said. Realizing that he disap-
pointed a lot of fans in de-
clining Pocahontas’s mocca-
sins—the shoes he was born
Punisher
promised to be “fantastically
awesome at giving kids on
their way to Cinderella Cas-
tle the worst nightmares.”

A ‘precursor to this cata-
strophic -development oc-
curred when Walt Disney
Company acquired Pixar
Animation Studios in 2006.

Marvel-devotees’ worries
about the Disney rtakeover
are understandable consid-

ering the results of Disney’s -

Joe Schaffner

Oni Press have decided to
simply quit. “We cannot
keep up with mega-corpora-
tions. When Marvel and DC
decide to stop being bullies
and start sharing, maybe we'll
make comic books again,”

The Sixth Sense is excited to  acquisition of Pixar. Sinece Mike Richardson, Dark
inherit  Spidey’s Horse Com-
mouthy burt so- ics, founder,
cially responsible said.  Arry
character. “Spi- connois-
derman is a su- seurs  and
perhero  with college stu-
these spider dents  with
senses.  Theyre existenrial
pretty cool,” crises are
he said. Lind- disappoint-
say Lohan has ed that their
agreed to sober hopes  for
up for the part additional
of Mary Jane. gems  like
Wolverine is Madman
expressing a de- and  Hell
sire to play Snow Boy  have
White in Disney been dashed
on Ice. Disney by the
president  and merger.
CEO  Robert ILLUSTRATION BY PHIL FREEMAN A spec-
Iger is running _ tacular sight
with the idea. “Maybe we'll - 2006, subliminal messages occurred at Disney World the

be seeing a full-on comic
hero drag show in Eng-
land one of these days,” he
has been quoted as saying.
The Hulk, Punisher, Cable
and Galactus, Devourer of
Worlds, have since been
conracted to become vatious
mermaids and princesses.
Though the rest have
shown interest in donning
“Fancy Nancy” jewelry, the
Punisher was not convinced.
“I'm content to just hang out

have been famously seen dur-
ing Pixar's Wall-E and Up
when the DVDs are played
backwards, and generally
consist of Mickey Mouse
dancing on a steamboat and
whistling something about
“world domination.” These
“Mickey Messages” will no
doubt begin to appear in film
adaprations of Marvel com-
ics.

Indie competitors like
Dark Horse Comics and

night of the announcement.
Mickey Mouse appeared in
front of his adoring fans,
riding the ghost of Bambi’s
mother. With a maniacal
laugh he rold everyone pres-
ent, “Disney will make you
buy comic books.” He then
tossed a pinch of fairy dust
onto his steed and flew into

-the moonlight, presumably

toward Never-Never Land.

Joe Schaffner is a staff writ-
er for The Current.

I lost my cool with Glenn
Beck when [ saw him boil a
live frog on television. He
was attempting to make
some kind of statement
about President* Obama’s
policies based on the old
wife’s tale; that if you throw
a frog into a pot of boiling
water it will jump out.

To illustrate this, Beck
had a poc of boiling wa-
ter and some live frogs. He
pretended to grab one and
with a crazed expression on
his face bellowed into the
camera:

“Because of the sheer size
of the bills [Obama] has
proposed and the number
of the bills, the urgency the
he has been placing on the
bills- he has forced us to

think and ger involved...

We have been rossed quick-
ly into boiling warer. And
don't forget! Don't forget
what happens when you
throw them in!”

He acted as though he
threw a frog into the por
When the imaginary frog
didnt jump back out, he
stared for a moment into
the pot and moved on. Ap-
proaching the camera, he
blustered on
there are no Democrats or
Republicans, only the vague
conceprt of “us”.

Glenn Beck could once
be found ranting at three
AM. on Headline News.
Today he can be found in a
primetime slot on Fox News
ranting to millions; and
Beck has been opporrunistic
in using his new timeslor.

Aside from pretending to
kill animals on live TV he
has illustrated the crumbling
economy by playing with a
Jenga tower with the words,
problem, solution, taxpay-
ers and children scribbled
on its side in sharpie.” He
has cried with the dramarics
of a 16-year-old about 9/11,

abour -how.

asked for Americans to rise
up against its government

and called President Obama
4 racist.
Beck's antics have

brought him the recogni-
tion that comes to any per-
son who acts like a complete
lunatic on television, and
at a cost to his career. Even
before the faux frog boiling,
his show was loosing adver-
tisers protesting his antics.

The key thing to remem-
ber about President Obama
isn't that he is black, bur
that he is the first Demo-
cratic President this counrtry
has had in a decade- for that
marter,

This is the same reac-
tion Bill Clinton received
in 1992 when he became
the first liberal elecred since
Jimmy Carter.. The shift
in politics, from a decade
of conservarive rule gave
Rush Limbaugh and others
the stage needed to begin
spouring rheir reactionary
responses.

With Beck, the reaction
may seem more extreme-
but we live in a different
time. Todays media de-
mands red mear. Personali-
ties like Beck are more than
happy to give it to them by

Cookin with Glenn Beck

.Andy Phipps

putting on programs that
turn heads the same way
a homeless, Schjzophrcnic
man fondling and ralking
to himself on a streer corner
will. He represents whar is
vile abour our media culrure
and whart is cheap abour our
polirics.

I cringe when consider-
ing what twisted science
Glenn Beck
will try next to grab our ar-
tention. Will he dissect a
fetal pig in order to explain
healthcare? Will he play

Russian rouletre in an ar-

experiment

tempt to explain the prob-
ability of another terrorist
attack on the Unired Stares?

I hope it is the larrer, and
[ hate to say this about any-
one, bur I hope he looses. ..

Andy Phipps is a staff writ-
er for The Current.

ILLUSTRATION BY ZACHARY JAMES KRAFT
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Latisse the next Botox, Grow your _dwn lashes plus nasty side effects

In the pursuic of Beauty,
people have done some prerty

.odd things. On the one hand,

there are simple things like

pear more beautiful—that in
and of irself is not necessarily
a bad thing.

However, there

is such

for injuring yourself is pretry
high.
Just in case you do not

think the pursuit of beauty

age-defying lotions and avo-
cado facemasks. On the oth-
er, there are things like skin
bleaching and neurotoxins
like Botulinum, more com-
monly known as Borox.
These days, it seems like
the world is obsessed with self
image. People are continually
looking for newer.and better

ways to make themselves ap-

PHOTOGRPH COURTESY ALLERGAN INC.

a thing as taking it o far.
Personally, my clue would
have been the creation of a
neurotoxin  injection  that
erases wrinkles. Sure, it
might smooth out your face,
but too much Borulinum can
cause respiratory failure and
then death. Tt is kind of like
using a grenade to kill a fAv:
it will work, but the potential

has gone roo far, Bimatoprost
is here to reassure you.
Bimatoprost? Perhaps you
have heard of it by its prod-
uct name: Latisse. Larisse is a
new Food and Drug Admin-
istration-approved  prescrip-
tion cosmeric drug. When
applied to the skin around
the evelashes, it stimulates
the growth of thicker, darker

eyelashes.

It was originally intended
to help eyelash hypotricho-
sis sufferers. Hypotrichosis is
basically a fancy name for ab-
normal hair growth. Larisse
was approved on a prescrip-
tion-only basis to help treat

eyelash hypotrichosis.

However, just as Botox
began life as a way ro treat

crossed eyes and uncontrol-

lable blinking, and ended up
as ane of the most popular
cosmetic operations, Latisse
is being used for cosmetic
reasans as well.

“Grow your own lashes!”
proclaims a Latisse ad in the
latest issue of People maga-
zine. “Not enough lashes?
GROW them!” Ugh.

As a male, I can honestly
say | have never been afraid
that T have wo much or
not enough cyelashes. Then
again, I am obviously not
the target audience. Larisse is
trying to appeal to the Borox
crowd (lucky thing, too—the
Allergan makes
both Botox and Latisse).

In fact, even the FDA it-
self has noticed who Allergan

company

is trying ro marker their drug
to. In a September 10 “un-
titled” lerter to Allergan, the
FDA cautioned the company
against promoting the drug
like a cosmetic. The letter can
be found on www.fda.gov.

Perhaps the FDA should
be doing more than caution-
ing Allergan. The company
needs to be more upfront
about the negarive side effects
of Larisse. '

Botox has caused 28
deaths berween 1989 and
2003, according to a report
on the National Center for
Biotechnology Informarion’s
web site, hropi//www.ncbi.
nlm.nih,gov.

While Latisse most likely

will not kill you, it does -

have some pretty nasty and
odd side effects. They are a
bit hard to track down on
the drug’s web site, but here
they are—and they read like
a best-to-worst case scenario
list.

The use of Latisse may
cause “possibilityfSr a dif-
ference in eyelash length,
thickness, fullness, pigmen-
tation, number of eyelash

Andrew Seal

hairs,” as well as “may cause
darkening of the eyelid skin
which may be reversible.” My
personal favorite: “May also
cause increased brown pig-
mentation of the colored part
of the eye which is likely to
be permanent.”

Quch. Do you really want
to risk changing the color
of your eyes just for longer
eyelashes? Keep in mind
that this is not a permanent
solution—once you stop ap-
plving Latisse, your eyelashes
will return to their natural
length and quantity in a mat-

*Rer of days or weeks.

Your irises, however, will
not.

Andrew Seal is a staff writer
for The Current.

Media neglect: veterans often have trouble re-

It has been more than six
years since CNIN was the first
to tell me that [ was gerting
deployed to Irag.

Days later, as we were
packing and loading up sup-
plies, we were ordered to stop
what we were doing so that
we could be briefed on speak-
ing to the media. -

We were told to tell any
journalist that confronted us
that “we ate happy to be serv-
ing our country” and “I am
ready and pmud to be part of
my mission.”

If they inquired about our
mission, we had to say “I can'’t
The funny thing
was, of course, we couldn’t
comment if we wanted to.
We didnt know “what our

comment.”

mission was until we were

already in Kuwair. After thar,

the media was to be held off
limits from us.

I was a kid, but [ remem-
ber the Gulf War well, as it
was displayed on television.
O, reality TV as a suckling!

Thankfully, 1  missed
“Shock and Awe,” since I was
in Iraq.

Because | believed it was
important for journalists to
reveal the truth about war, |
never quite understood why
the journalists were kept
away from us untl I heard
abour how Geraldo Rivera
revealed sensitive operational
derails on a live broadcast for
Fox News. Ir is amazing he
still has a positive reputation
at all anymore. -

There is nothing too re-
vealing abour the insight of

soldiers when watching war-

entertainment television.

War coverage seems to
be mostly based on Unired
States military dominance
so that Americans can feel
proud and strong, but mainly
so that they can feel safe.

Another angle journalists
often go after is the families
at home who suffer, fright-
ened and broken.

While these kinds of sto-
ries hold merir of their own,
does either of these tell the

“ story of the soldier? Is this
because we already have sol-

diers pegged?

I dont think so.

In movies,
is often portrayed as having
cardboard cut-out personali-
ties.

While soldiers are taught
to appear this way publicly,

the military

they deserve more rccogm— .

:'bccnmmughmdmustcmm

tion of who they are.

I dated a girl after I re-
turned home from Iraq. She
told me I needed to watch the
film Fahrenheit 9/11.

I had liked Michael
Moore’s Bowling for Celum-
bine, so I was all for it.

I could not believe what
I saw. The soldiers were por-
trayed as brainwashed, adren-
aline-pumped  killer mear-
heads who flooded the streets
of Baghdad with sappy tears
upon the first confrontation
of combat.

The movie made over
$200 million worldwide. 1
wanted to puke.

It comes as no surprise to

me that when soldiers return

home they feel like outcasts.

They feel as though no one

¥
a

understands what they h:wc

their memories and emotions
deep down so thar they may
adapt.

No matter how happy -

they were to get out of the
military, they cannot help but

weigh earning an education,

getting 2 job or reenlisting.
The military keeps you

afloat because so many others .

are going through the 'iame
thing you are.

. When you get out and you
want to make a life for your-
self, it takes some serious ac-
climation.

Sure, veterans from pre-
vious wars such as Vietnam
had it'worse. At least then,
soldiers .had the distinction
of being individuals because

- they had been drafted.

daptlng

Mark Webber

a volunteer military, peo-
ple should know what they
are getting into when they
enlist, but how can they?

What I would like to see
is the media raking more care
in not making soldiers seem
soridiculously one-dimen-"
sional.

Mark Webber is a :mﬁ' writ-
er for The Current.
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SCIENCE COLUMN

" You can watch the stars at -
Observatory Open House

The first campus Obser-
vatory Open House of the
semester took place Saturday,
September 26. On view were
the moon, the planet Jupiter,
the Ring Nebula, the double
star Alberio and Andromeda
Galaxy. Let us take a look
at this popular program and
what is coming up for next
month..

Observarory Open House
is run by the Physics and
Astronomy department  of
University of Missouri - St.
Louis. Actually, it is the as-
tronomy students at the
university who run this free
public program.

During most of the
month, the observatory is
used for research by astron-
omy students and faculty,
but once a month, during
warmer months, it is open
to the public for the viewing
of celestial objects.

The Richard D. Schwartz
Observatory was once locat-
ed on South Campus but is
now found on top of a hill
next to the Fine Arts Build-
ing and the Softball Fields,
at Florissant Road and Rose-
dale Drive, across Florissant
Road from the main part of
North Campus. The obser-
vatory has a 14" Celestron
telescope and an SBIG ST-8
CCD relescope.

The program is very popu-
lar and draws a varying num-
ber of people, depending on
how nice the weather is. The
program is run by student
volunteers, all physics ,and
astronomy majors, who are
ready to answer questions
the public may have about
the objects on view, or to as-
sist with using the telescopes.

The program has a loyal fol-

lowing among local astrono-
my buffs. Arrangements can

be made to accommodate’

larger groups, 30 or more, by
conracting the observatory in
advance.

" The viewing time is set
for shortly after dark and
thus varies month by monch.
Viewing always includes the
moon and other sky objects
visible at that time from
our location. The Observa-
rory Open House is regularly
scheduled for Saturday nights
during the first quarter of the
moon, but although NASA

recently reported that its in-
struments detected water on
the moon, you will not be
able to see that at the open
house.

. The dates, times and sky
objects on view are all listed
on the Observatory Open
House website at www.umsl,
edu/~physics/astro, or one
can call (314) 516-5706. In
case of clouds, there is a Ho-
tline to call o see if the open
house has been postponed or

will rake place as scheduled,
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Cate Marquis
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if clearing skies are expected.
In case of weather issues,
the open house is usually re-
scheduled for the following
Sunday night but the Ho-
dine is the best source for
updates.

The next Observatory
Open House is Saturday,
October 24 at 7 pm. Be-
sides the first quarter moon,
celestial objects to view will
be the planets Jupiter and
Uranus, plus the Ring Neb-
ula, Alberio double star and
Andromeda Galaxy.

Many astronomy buffs

consider the double star
Alberio one of the most
beautiful—with a large yel-
low star paired with a small
blue-green  star—in  the
constellation Cygnus. The
-Ring Nebula, in the con-
stellation Lyra, is also consid-
ered a beauriful deep-space
object, a planetary nebula
that is the most famous of its
type. Andromeda Galaxy is a
spiral galaxy thar is our near-
est galaxy neighbor.

Because the observatory
must be unheated for view-
ing, there are no open houses
scheduled for the winter
months, but will resume in
April. ' :

Cate Marquis is AGFE Edi-
tor for The Current.

Eolummns

Influence or Imperialism?

The more I travel outside
of the srates, the more I real-
ize that American culture is
slowly raking over the world.

The creation of the In-
ternet is closely connected
to the emergence of cultural
imperialism on the Web.

With its speed and ef-
ficiency, people all over the
world can do business; dis-
tribute private files, shop,
and download music.

This power of the Inter-
net to be accessed by audi-
ences worldwide enables the
spread of cultural imperial-
ism in a big way.

While technology spreads

_ the idea of an Americanized

world, American products
are taking over the rest of
the world.

The ironic thing is that
Americans themselves are
virtually clueless when it
comes to non-American cul-
tures, and many Americans
cannot imagine the depths
of ill-feeling they evoke.

Of course, this Situation
is not restricted to America;
it is a more general prob-
lem in the West as a whole,
where there is licle aware-
ness of non-Western arts,
culrures and traditions.

But America seems worse
because it is in a dominant
position to export its culture
and it is as ignorant of Eu-
ropean culture as ic is of any
other.

Don't get me wrong, 1

think cultures that receive
nothing from other cultures
run a risk of becoming a
bit stagnanc—unique, but
prone to prejudices and nar-
row thinking.

I believe it is possible ro
take from others and still

keep one’s identity, but for

this to happen, limitation
from American companies
must be made,. and T will
admit we are not likely to
see this from major corpora-
tions.

Fortunately, many vic-
tims of American cultural
imperialism are very aware

of the impact that it has on”

their culrures.

This has been so rtrue
that some countries have
attempred to control Amer-
ica’s cultural influence by re-
stricting American program-
ming through satellites and
through Interner access.

Cirizens should not have
to be restricted from access-
ing information to conserve
their culrures.

There has to be a happy
medium.

Some may argue that
Americans are on the way
to establishing a global so-
ciety with minimal cultural
barriers and thart this would
minimize global conflicts.

However, is it rruly
worth sacrificing coundess
indigenous cultures for the
unlikely promise of a world
without conflict?

The answer is simple: no!
Millions of people have died
throughout history o pro-
tect indigenous cultures.

A single global culture
would be nothing more
than an artificial culture of
materialism.

My fear is that as- the
world changes and technol-
ogy advances, the cultural
distances berween countries
are slowly fading.

It is a bit of a scary
thought. I think of cultur-
al imperialism as a global
shopping mall.

One can travel from store
to store (country to country)
and not find one respectable
locally made souvenir.

All of the products are
the same and it’s all made
from the U.S.

All the stores in this mall
buy from the same supplier,
thus they all sell the same
things.

Good or bad, American
culture can be seen around
the world, from fast food
restaurants, American-made
cars, clothes and anything
else you can think of.

When the amounrt of ex-
ports exceeds the number of
imports to a country, cultur-
al imperialism is inevitable.

With America spreading
its culture around the world,
other culrures are slowly dis-
appearing.

Sofi Seck is Photo FEditor
for The Current. ‘
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'-I-assifieds

- Classified ads are free for students, faculty and staff. Other rates-vary. To
place an ad, please send your ad (40 words or less), your name, and student
or employee number to thecurrent@umsl.edu, or call 516-5316.

100 ANNOUCEMENTS

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your announce-
ments, including legal announcements, wedding announcements, lost & found items, and
much more. Call 314-516-5316 to place your ad today!

200 TRANSPORTATION

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your transporta-
tion needs, including ads selling cars, trucks, vans, campers, boats, trailers, motorcycles and
more. Call 314-516-5316 to place your ad today!

300 EMPLOYMENT

Graders/Tutors'Wanted

A west county Mathematics and Reading learning center is hiring part-time graders/tutors helping
children ages 3 to 15. We offer flexible schedule, fun and rewarding working environment.
Interested candidates please call 636-537-5522 or e-mail: jwchan@chesterfieldkumon.com.

LIFEGUARD
CERTIFIED LIFEGUARDS needed for UMSL Indoor Pool: Monday-Thursday 11:30AM- ZODPM.
$8.00/hour. Apply in the Campus Rec Office, 203 Mark Twain, 516-5326.

Test Proctors Wanted

Now hiring proctors for-occasional TOEFL exams on campus. Earn $50+ per exam for easy work in
a comfortable environment. Experience with international students helpful.

Contact us at sti@els.edu or 314-516-4625 for more details.

400 FOR SALE

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your selling
needs, including textbooks, clothes, pets, computers and much more! If you need to sell it, sell
it here! Call 314-516-5316 or e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad today!

500 SERVICES

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for people advertising
services, including home and lawn care, business services, roofing, siding, cleaning, tutoring,
and much more. Call 314-516-5316 or you can e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad
today!

600 RENTALS

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for people advertising
services, including home and lawn care, busipess services; roofing, siding, cleaning, tutoring,
and much more. Call 314-516-5316 or you can e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad
today! :

700 MISCELLANEOUS

BUILDING, from page 2

According to Chancellor Thomas George, the prOJect was moved up on the priority list
thanks to two UM-St. Louis Alumni.

He pointed out Dr. Anne Ream, a practicing optometrist, and Steve Tilley, the Majority
Floor Leader for the Missouri House of Representatives, as being major contributors to the
project being pushed forward. .

Though the plan for the new building is underway, the schools may be a long way from
actual construction. Funds must be raised in order to Unplement the plant

“The raising of funds is still a large task ahead of us,” the Chancellor George said.

FREEZE, from page 2

Tn a letter released on September 21, Gary Forsee; president of the UM System; recognizes
these struggles bur also. points out that “we are not out of the woods yet.” “Fiscal year 2009,
which ended June 30, was a challenging one,” Foresee wrote. “The dramatic,downturn in the .
economy touched everyone ... together we severcly curtailed expenses, mulnng in significant
cost savings.”

Yer according to Heithaus, the freeze will continue into the fiscal year of 2010. He supported
this by showing that “state revenues for,2009 fell 6.9% below expectations, and negative rev-
enue growth of -2 to 4% is projected for 2010.”

~ TE )

THE CURRENT IS FOR HUMANS ONLY

REPORT NON-HUMANS AT
WWW.THECURRENTONLINE.COM

\. it ' 57

BOWLING ANYONE? .
Join Campus Rec’s BOWLING DOUBLES League (Wednesdays, 3:30-5:00PM, Sept 16-Oct. 21) at

nearby North Oaks Bowl. Only $2/week for 3 games 2 people per team. Reglster in the Rec Office,
203MT, 516-5326.

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for most anything at

all. If your classified doesn't fit into the above categories, simply request an ad in the Miscel--

laneous Section. Some restrictions may apply. Call 314-516-5316 or e-mail thecurrent@umsl.
edu to place your ad today!

Check us out on the Web.

TheCurrent@nline. com
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MARGARET & HOORAY BY Copv PRKING Pt —

Bananas #13 by Paul Maguire

...YOU'RE EIRED.

Y’ Aries : Y Taurus ' * II Gemini 95 Cancer

(March 20 - April 19) (April 20 - May 20) . (May 21 - June 21) (June 22 - July 22)

An idea you've been mulling If your love life has been rocky - You're in a good place this Don't let your feelings get the ; . ’ .

over seems to require immediate lately, don‘t worry. Things should ~ week, finandially speaking, so  better of you, but use this time Find the original meaning of the message below.
action, but look before you leap!  straighten out this week. that should come as a relief tobreakoutofart. Each letter shown stands for another letter. Break
QL mVi T . scorpi the code for the letter A, you will have all of the

eo irgo £ Libra corpio : et

(July 23 - Aug. 23) (Aug. 24 - Sept. 22) (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23) (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) As iV g message, Bnd SO0, (HINtX =)
Any unplanned purchases this ~ The more sodial ybu are, the Consider the long term'effects  If you've been neglecting old ’ i

week could potentially be pretty  more problems you'll solve. It'sa  before coming to any conclu- friends in favor of new ones, RNF SPP Wi QTSU N ISC

hard on your pocketbook. good time to mix and mingle. sions. Don't act on instinct alone. now's the time to address that.

‘ ] . ZVFFZN QVUTNBK

X Sagittarius Yo Capricorn 2 Aquarius ¥ Pisces ‘ ’
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) (Feb. 19 - March 19) The first student, faculty or staff member to bring
Take creative risks this week, Anticipate a little friction from ~ Play your cards right and you Troubles you may have been the solution (along with who said it) to
»and reap rewards, but don't take certain people, but know that stand to gain a lot. Don't over-  having in existing relationships . The Current’s office will receive

risks regarding your love life. your friends are on your side. react to a conflict. will start to settle down. _ a free Current T-shirt!
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What’s Current

| Your weekty calendar of campus events. “What's Current” is a
i free service for student organizations. Deadline for submissions is
{5 p.m. the Thursday before publication. Priority is given to student

! organizations; first-come; first-served. Listings may be edited for
i length and style. E-mail event listings to thecurrent@umsl.edu. No

: phone submissions. Al listings use 516 prefixes unless noted.

Monday, OCTOBER 5

Zimbabwe at the Crossroad Come out and hear Zimbabwe Deputy Ambassador Mr. Gumisai
Gideon Gapare. Deputy Ambassador will speak on: current political and economic situation
in Zimbabwe, issue of Human Rights, Dictatorship versus Democracy. Sponosored by Office of
Student Life, Pan African Association, Amnesty International. Co-Sponsor: All-African People’s
Revolutionary Party. Located in the SGA Chamber, from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM. For more informa-
tion contact MK Stallings at 516-5291.

Women, Depression, and Creative Writing Colleen McKee, co-editor of Are We Feeling Bet-
ter Yet? Women's Encounters with Health Care in America, and Catherine Rankovic, a con-
tributor to the anthology, speak on women, depression, and writing. Located at 222 in the J.C.
Penney Conference Center, from 12:15 PM to 1:15 PM. For more information contact Karen
Lucas at 314-516-5699.

Tuesday, OCTOBER 6

40 Yard Dash Testyour speed! T-shirts will be awarded to the fastest men's & women's sprint-
ers. No advance registration is needed. Open to students, fac/staff & alumni. Located out at
the Mark Twain Rec Field, from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. For more information contact Campus.
Recreation Office, 203 Mark Twain at 516-5326.

COURTESY OF SGT. TOM MCEWEN

On Sunday September 27, six members of the UM-St. Louis Police Department and family partici-
pated in a 5K Run in Kirkwood MO. This was the second annual Kirkwood 5K St. Michaels Day
Dash and is a fundraiser to benefit the BackStoppers and support all police officers and firefight-
ers. The event had over 700 participants. Pictured from left to right are Kim Contarini and her

Made in L.A. Come watch an Emmy Award winning film. Following the screening there will be
a Q & A with the filmmakers. This event is hosted by: History, Institute for Women's and Gender
Studies, Amnesty International, Center for Humanities, Anthropology and Languages, Center
+ for Character and Citizenship, Judith A. Cochran, Ph.D., HISLA- Hispanic Latino Assodiation,

and Office of Student Life, Located in the SGA Chamber, from 2:30 PM to 5:00 PM. For more
information contact MK Stallings at 516-5291.

State Farm Mentoring Project A panel of five State Farm executives discusses information
on a number of important topics for career success followed by a reception. Students can also
elect to sign up for a mock or practice interview conducted by State Farm executives. Faculty
gives credit for student participation. Located in the MSC, Century Room A from 3:30 PM to
5:00 PM. For more information contact Malaika Horne at 314-516-4749.

Wednesday, OCTOBER 7

U.S. Space and Rocket Center Open House Come stop by for a piece of pizza and leam
about intemnship and counselor and presenter positions with the U.S. Space and Rocket Center!
Join us October 7th in the Career Services Conference Room (278 MSC) from 11am-1pm for
FREE PIZZA and more information on this great opportunity! For more mfonnatzon contact
Career Services at 5111.

Free Depression Screening Free screening 2nd Floor of MSC, outside Center for Student
Success. Wed., Oct. 7rd, 5-7pm and Thurs., Oct. 8th, 10am-2pm. University Health, Wellness,
and Counseling Services staff is offering free confidential screenings for depression, bipolar
disorder, generalized anxiety disorder, and post traumatic stress disorder. Immediate feedback
provided. For all members of the UMSL communlty Just stop by! For more information contact
Kate Steer at 516-5711.

Home Soccer Game Home women's soccer game vs Washington University. Join us at the
Don Dallas Soccer Field and root for your Tritons! Gametime is 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM. For more
information, call Rick Gyllenborg at 314-526-7016.

AFTER ALL IS READ AND DONE,

PLEASE RECYCLE!

AT THE €

-YOUR FRIENDS

husband Sgt. Dan Contarini, Officer Jerry Gentry, Sgt. Tom McEwen, Melissa Whiteman and Lt.
John Schupp.

Thursday, OCTOBER 8

Free Depression Screening Free screening 2nd Floor of MSC, outside Center for Student
Success. Wed., Oct. 7th, 5-7pm and Thurs., Oct. 8th, 10am-2pm. University Health, Wellness,
and Counseling Services staff is offering free confidential screenings for depression, bipolar
disorder, generalized anxiety disorder, and post traumatic stress disorder. Immediate feedback
provided. For all members of the UMSL community. Just stop by! For more information contact
Kate Steer at 516-5711.

Hispanic Heritage Celebration Gilberto Pinela, of STLTV “Best of STL", will facilitate a panel
discussion by prominent Hispanic leaders of the community on “Current concerns and issues
in the Hispanic community”. Topics include: Edueation, Business, Community and Print Media
are a few to enlighten the campus community. Located in the JC Penney Conference Center,
Summit Lounge, from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM. For info, contact Linda Sharp at 314-516-6807.

Friday, OCTOBER 9

College of Business Administration Research Seminar Series Candace Martinez, Assis--
tant Professor of International Business Saint Louis University will discuss “The influence of
pro-social policies and NGOs on foreign direct investment in developing countries.” Located in
401 SSB, from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM. For more info contact Chesley Maylee at 314-516-6877.

Home Soccer Game Home women's soccer game vs Maryville University. Join us at the Don
Dallas Soccer Field and root for your Tritons! Gametime is 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. For more infor-
mation, call Rick Gyllenborg at 314-526-7016.

Home Volleyball Game Home volleyball match vs Drury University. Join us at the Mark Twain
Gymnasium and root for your Tritons! Gametime is 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM, For more information,
call Rick Gyllenborg at 314-526-7016.

Read more event listings online at

www.thecurrentonline.com
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